THE  BELLS 
I 

Hear  the  sledges  with  the  bells — 

Silver  bells! 
What  a  world  of  merriment  their 

melody  foretells! 
How  they  tinkle,  tinkle,  tinkle, 

In  the  icy  air  of  night  ! 
While  the  stars  that  oversprinkle 
All  the  heavens  seem  to  twinkle 
With  a  crystalline  delight; 
Keeping  time,  time,  time, 
In  a  sort  of  Runic  rhyme, 
To  the  tintinabulation  that  so  mu- 
sically swells 
From  the  bells,  bells,  bells,  bells, 
Bells,  bells,  bells, 
From  the  jingling  and  the  tinkling 
of  the  bells. 

Edgar  Allan  Poe 


Many  things  are  characteristic  of  a  particular  community.  These  are 
the  special  qualities  which  are  remembered,  and  which  break  through 
the  mists  of  memories  when  in  some  far  off  place  a  vague  reminder  takes 
us  back.  In  Amherst,  this  role  is  often  taken  by  the  many  bells  and  chimes 
which  break  through  the  quiet  of  the  evening  or  mark  off  the  hours  of 
the  day. 

It  is  these  bells  and  towers  of  Amherst  that  we  point  out  in  this  the 
I960  Annual  Town  Report. 

Although  we  are  not  always  conscious  of  them,  they  paint  a  memory 
in  our  minds  which  remains  forever;  that  speaks  during  periods  of  nos- 
talgia, "This  was  Amherst".  Well,  this  is  Amherst,  as  much  as  her  streets 
and  trees,  her  buildings  and  Common,  her  schools  and  colleges. 

When  one  takes  note  of  the  interesting  histories  of  these  bells  and 
their  towers  (which  are  so  often  taken  for  granted)  he  would  cover  a 
period  of  time  from  the  American  Revolution  to  the  present  day  field 
of  electronics.  These  histories  in  their  briefest  form  will  be  found  dis- 
persed throughout  the  pages  of  this  report. 


.it;;;-;  report: 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF 

AMHERST,  MASSACHUSETTS 


FOR  THE  PERIOD 
JANUARY  1  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1960 


EUNICE  L.  MANNHEIM 
1907  -  1960 


Selectman  of  Amherst 
1954  -  1960 

Chairman 
1960 


"A  loss  beyond  words  and 
even  beyond  belief  strikes  the 
hundreds  of  us  who  have  known 
Eunice  Mannheim.  We  have 
gathered  strength  from  her 
strength,  courage  from  her  cour- 
age, kindness  and  understanding 
from  the  boundlessness  of  her 
unlimited  store  of  both. 

She  lived  her  understanding 
of  the  word,  "friend,"  gave 
from  a  great  gift  for  giving, 
and  extended  a  love  for  human- 
ity to  each  of  us  as  individuals. 

The  loss  to  the  community 
and  town  government  is  even 
greater  rhan  that  to  us  who 
called  her  friend. 

'Some  we  loved,  the  loveliest 
and  the  best  .  . 

— Editorial, 
Amherst  Journal-Record 
Dec.  13,  I960 


THIS  REPORT  IS  RESPECTFULLY 
DEDICATED  TO  HER  MEMORY 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


ELECTED 

Moderator 
Winthrop  S.  Dakin 

Board  of  Selectmen 
**Chairman,  Eunice  L.  Mannheim,  1961 
Chairman,  Harold  M.  Elder,  1963 
*Francis  H.  Goodnow,  1962    —    H.  Hills  Skillings,  1963 
Walter  C.  Markert,  1962  Norman  G.  MacLeod,  1962 

School  Committee 
Chairman,  Alberta  Holden,  1962 
Fred  B.  Jeffrey,  1961    —    George  F.  Cramer,  1961 
Ernest  A.  Johnson,  Jr.,  1962    —    Ethel  Eaton  Colt,  1963 

Elector,  Oliver  Smith  Will 
Paul  T.  Ford,  1961 

Trustees,  The  Jones  Library,  Inc. 
Chairman,  Sanford  Keedy,  1963 
Frank  P.  Rand,  1961    —    Robert  D.  Hawley,  1962 

APPOINTED 


Town  Manager 

Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer 

Town  Collector 

Town  Accountant 

Fire  Chief,  Forest  Fire  Warden 

Police  Chief 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

Agent,  Veterans'  Services 

Agent,  Welfare 

Agent,  Sanitarian,  Health 

Inspector  of  Animals 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Water  Superintendent 

Supervisor,  Recreation 

Superintendent  of  Highivays  and  Parks 

Wire  Inspector  * 

Moth  Inspector  and  Elm  Tree  Care 
Tree  Warden 

Sealer,  Weights  and  Measures 
Civil  Defense  Director 
Veterans'  Graves  Officer 


Allan  L.  Torrey 
Doris  B.  Newton 
William  R.  Wheeler 
Myrtle  A.  Lehane 
George  A.  Cavanaugh 
Francis  E.  Hart 
Ralph  W.  Goodrich 
Eleanor  R.  Dunn 
Eveline  L.  Sears 
Frederick  A.  Siino 
Frederick  G.  Ruder,  Jr. 
Frederick  G.  Ruder,  Jr. 
Robert  A.  Slocombe 
John  A.  White 
Stanley  P.  Ziomek 
Stanley  P.  Ziomek 
Wesley  L.  Jansen 
William  R.  Kershlis 
Henry  J.  Toole 
Frederick  A.  Siino 
Kenneth  D.  Cuddeback 
Lawrence  S.  Sherman 
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APPOINTED 
BOARDS  AND  COMMISSIONS 

Board  of  Assessors 
Chairman,  Earl  F.  Shumway 
Frank  L.  Gage 

Board  of  Health 
Chairman,  R.  Sheldon  Clapp,  M.D.,  1963 
Karol  S.  Wisnieski,  1961    —    William  H.  McGrath,  1962 

Planning  Board 
Chairman,  Theodore  S.  Bacon,  Jr.,  1963 
Raymond  Otto,  1963    —    Charles  H.  Fawkner,  1963 
Hubert  G.  Elder,  1961    —    William  E.  Aubin,  1961 
Richard  Thompson,  1961    —    Jeanine  Stryker,  1962 
George  Goodwin,  Jr.,  1962    —    Karl  N.  Hendrickson,  1962 

Recreation  Commission 
Chairman,  Leonard  Parkinson,  1962 
Gordon  Neylon,  1961    —    William  Marden,  1961 
P.  Clifford  Allen,  1963    —    Chester  C.  Gladchuk,  1963 

Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 
Chairman,  Ernest  M.  Whitcomb,  1961 
Robert  D.  Hawley,  1963    —    Fred  H.  Hawley,  1962 

Cemetery  Commissioners 
Albert  Parsons,  1962 
Henry  G.  Wentworth,  1961    —    William  F.  Casey,  1963 

Board  of  Registrars 
Chairman,  John  A.  White,  1963 
Agnes  V.  Doherty,  1961    —    Donald  S.  Lacroix,  1962 
Doris  B.  Newton,  ex  officio 

Personnel  Board 
Chairman,  Herbert  A.  Randolph,  1962 
Arthur  Davenport,  1961    —    Clarence  R.  Jewett,  1963 

Finance  Committee 
Chairman,  Howard  W.  Atkins,  1961 
♦Robert  C.  Ames,  1963    —    Paul  T.  Ford,  1963 
R.  Harlow  Cutting,  1962    —    Gerald  P.  Brophy,  1962 
George  A.  Marston,  1962    —    Joseph  R.  Crowley,  1961 
Lucy  W.  Benson,  1963 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
Chairman,  Arnold  D.  Rhodes,  1961 
W.  E.  D.  Ward,  1962    —    Carl  A.  Keyser,  1963 
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Ambulance  Committee 


Chairman,  Phillibert  F.  Renaud,  1962 
Leon  Shumway,  1961    —    Leo  A.  Moreau,  1963 
Munson  Memorial  Library  Trustees 
Helen  I.  Stedman,  1962    —    Norman  G.  MacLeod,  1963 
William  M.  Dietel,  1961 

Memorial  Day  Committee 
Chairman,  Lawrence  S.  Sherman 
Aldis  Flint    —    Calvin  McCullough 
Scott  Hubbard    —    Susan  O.  Heath 
Stanley  Kopec 

Development  &  Industrial  Committee 
Chairman,  Himy  B.  Kirshen,  1965 
R.  Clement  Brown,  1963    —    *Francis  H.  Goodnow,  1962 
William  C.  O'Donnell,  1965    —    Clifton  C.  Winn,  1963 

Elizabeth  B.  Cramer,  1964    —    Hubert  G.  Elder,  1962 
George  B.  May,  1964    —    *Herbert  W.  Wilkinson,  1961 
George  R.  Richason,  1962 

SPECIAL  OFFICERS 

Constables 

Rollin  H.  Barrett    —    Kazimer  J.  Mitchell 
Henry  J.  Messier    —    Winfred  O.  Shumway 
Herman  A.  Markert    —    Weymouth  B.  Heath 
Alexander  P.  Blasko    —    Mitchell  Jacque 


Field  Drivers 
Arthur  F.  Taylor    —    Winfred  O.  Shumway 
Kazimer  J.  Mitchell 

Fence  Viewers 
Gerald  D.  Jones    —    Gordon  Hobart 
Winfred  O.  Shumway 


Francis  E.  Hart 


Pound  Keeper 
Arthur  F.  Taylor 

Weighers 


Harry  L.  Stevens 
Charles  S.  Pratt 


Frank  Adamitis 
Harry  C.  Lane 
James  Thorndike 
George  H.  Westcott 
Daniel  H.  Allen 
Alfred  Malanson 
Myron  H.  Atwood 


Ralph  West 
Walter  Wagner 
Robert  Garrabrants 
Ralph  Thornton 
Sherwood  D.  Strange 
James  Coyne 
Ray  B.  Sias 


Chester  Matuszko 
Max  Wojtowicz 


William  B.  Bartlett 
Daniel  T.  Hartnett 
Edmund  Waskiewicz 


Measurers  of  Wood 


Edward  Zumbruski 
William  G.  Gove 
^Resigned 


Howard  R.  Cooke 
Homer  W.  Cowles 
**Deceased 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


December  nineteen  sixty  finds  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  only  two 
members  remaining  of  the  original  five  elected  in  1953  when  the  Select- 
men— Manager  form  of  government  was  instituted. 

During  I960  we  suffered  the  loss  of  three  members  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  The  first  was  that  of  Robert  D.  Hawley,  our  chairman  since 
1953,  whose  decision  to  retire  created  a  substantial  loss  of  experience  and 
judgment. 

Our  most  tragic  loss  was  that  of  Eunice  L.  Mannheim,  our  subse- 
quent chairman.  Many  words  of  tribute  have  been  spoken  and  written  of 
her,  but  those  of  us  who  served  with  her  on  the  Board  of  Selectmen  were 
privileged  to  know  of  her  many  virtues,  and  to  us  her  passing  is  a  partic- 
ularly great  loss.  Amherst  has  lost  a  dedicated  friend  and  servant. 

We  also  record  with  regret  the  removal  of  Francis  Goodnow,  a 
member  since  the  election  of  1959,  and  his  resignation  in  August.  The 
vacancy  on  the  Board  was  filled  at  a  Special  Election  in  October  by  the 
election  of  Walter  C.  Markert. 

The  year  brought  to  fruition  a  project  begun  in  1958  which  has 
and  will  continue  to  be  of  substantial  benefit  to  the  town.  This  project 
had  to  do  with  the  revaluation  of  University-owned  property,  the  result 
of  which  has  increased  by  approximately  $33,000.00  the  payment  in  lieu 
of  taxes  by  the  Commonwealth.  The  Selectmen  are  grateful  to  the  many 
who  contributed  to  the  realization  of  this  goal. 

As  evidence  that  progress  is  being  made,  reference  is  made  here  to 
two  other  projects  first  mentioned  in  the  1958  town  report.  Housing  for 
the  Elderly  reached  a  stage  in  I960  where  a  contract  for  construction 
could  be  negotiated,  and  a  segment  of  sewer  pipe  was  laid  as  the  first 
step  in  the  expansion  of  our  sewage  handling  facilities  which,  in  time, 
will  serve  the  entire  South  Amherst  area. 

Although  it  seems  that  an  undue  proportion  of  our  weekly  meetings 
are  devoted  to  details  such  as  the  issuing  of  licenses,  and  permits,  a  sub- 
stantial amount  of  planning  is  done  for  the  future.  A  few  of  the  subjects 
that  have  been  discussed  will  serve  as  an  illustration:  Remodelling  of 
the  Town  Hall,  new  school  sites,  real  estate  equalization,  zoning,  Indus- 
trial Commission,  Conservation  Commission  Sale  of  water  in  Belchertown 
and  building  inspection. 

The  administration  of  all  town  activities  is  in  the  capable  hands  of 
Allen  L.  Torrey,  Town  Manager,  whose  report  follows. 
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TOWN  MANAGER 


It  is  difficult  to  write  each  year  a  report  such  as  this  without  being 
repetitive.  I  shall  follow  the  usual  pattern  of  commenting  on  those 
items  of  the  greatest  significance  leaving  to  the  departmental  reports 
the  details  of  the  year's  operations. 

Financially  I960  was  a  year  of  improvement  for  the  Town  of 
Amherst.  Our  cash  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to 
$213,585.83  and  our  "free  cash"  or  unincumbered  surplus,  a  sizeable 
$152,551.  There  was  no  increase  in  uncollected  taxes  in  spite  of  a 
bigger  tax  commitment.  The  self-supporting  departments  had  their 
year  of  highest  earnings.  The  total  receipts  of  the  Water  Department 
amounted  to  $138,518.,  enough  to  completely  support  the  department 
and  pay  the  principal  and  interest  costs  on  the  bonded  debt.  $15,151. 
remained  in  Water  Surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  be  used  in  1961 
for  capital  outlay.  This  is  of  particular  interest  when  we  consider  that  the 
basic  rate  scale  for  household  water  use  was  established  in  1942  and 
remains  the  same  today. 

The  financing  of  the  expanded  Sewer  facilities  was  one  of  the 
problems  of  the  year.  A  20  per  cent  increase  in  the  rate  went  into  ef- 
fect on  April  1st.  This  income  was  placed  in  reserve  for  appropriation 
in  1961  and  totals  $51,472.  The  reserve  will  carry  all  the  costs  of  1961 
including  the  first  principal  payment  and  interest  on  the  new  $300,000. 
sewer  bond  issue.  These  bonds  were  sold  at  a  rate  of  3%  plus  a  pre- 
mium of  $2,345.66,  a  favorable  sale  reflecting  a  good  credit  rating. 

Other  increased  income  in  I960  included  the  motor  vehicle  excise 
tax  receipts  of  $131,834.,  the  highest  ever  received.  The  I960  legislature 
has  imposed  a  ceiling  on  the  excise  tax  rate  of  $66.  per  thousand.  This 
will  mean  that  motor  vehicle  excise  tax  receipts  will  tend  to  level  off  and 
we  will  not  have  the  large  annual  increases  of  recent  years. 

In  spite  of  the  increased  incomes  outlined  above  it  was  necessary  to 
increase  our  tax  rate  $5.00  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  town. 

The  gross  appropriations  of  I960  were  $140,799.  more  than  1959 
and  of  this  increase  $35,555.  was  absorbed  by  increased  special  revenues 
but  the  balance,  $105,244.  had  to  fall  on  the  general  revenue  necessitat- 
ing the  $5.00  tax  rate  income. 

The  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  I960  was  determined  by  our 
assessors  at  $14,202,335.  an  increase  of  $421,950.  from  the  previous  year. 
This  increase  is  in  keeping  with  the  small  but  steady  increase  we  have 
had  each  year  during  the  fifties.  There  was  a  significant  decrease  in  the 
number  of  new  buildings  constructed  during  the  year.  Permits  issued 
for  new  dwellings  fell  off  from  the  1959  high  of  66  to  44  in  I960. 
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The  authorizations  and  direction  of  the  I960  annual  meeting  were 
carefully  carried  out.  The  Chapter  90  construction  project  on  South 
Pleasant  Street  was  held  over  as  previously  planned  to  be  added  to  the 
1961  appropriation  to  make  available  a  larger  appropriation  for  this  im- 
portant construction.  All  other  projects  were  carried  out  and  all  equip- 
ment purchased.  While  the  new  fire  department  pumper  was  not  de- 
livered during  the  year  it  did  arrive  early  in  1961.  A  section  of  South 
East  Street  north  and  south  of  College  Street  was  reconstructed  with  par- 
ticular attention  to  this  heavily  travelled  intersection.  Traffic  patterns 
were  altered  by  one-way  street  designations  and  a  sidewalk  constructed 
as  safety  measures.  Meadow  Street  from  North  Amherst  Square  to  Route 
116  By-pass  was  reconstructed  in  anticipation  of  the  increased  traffic  flow 
caused  by  the  new  state  highway. 

Funds  for  water  construction  were  severly  limited  during  I960.  In 
spite  of  this  a  sizeable  extension  was  made  on  Bay  Road  and  a  section 
of  old  small  size  main  was  replaced  with  8"  main.  One  new  chlorinator 
was  purchased  and  an  existing  chlorinator  rebuilt.  Lime-feeding  equip- 
ment was  installed  at  the  South  Amherst  Wellfield  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  well  water  which  appears  to  be  quite  corrosive  in  old  unlined  water 
mains. 

The  engineering  work  of  the  sewage  improvement  program  took 
most  of  I960.  One  contract  was  let  for  the  section  from  Northampton 
Road  to  the  future  South  Amherst  pumping  station.  We  anticipate  the 
reconstruction  of  the  treatment  plant  itself  will  commence  in  the  spring 
of  1961. 

Our  public  buildings  were  improved  in  I960.  The  Munson  Library 
auditorium  was  completely  redecorated  and  in  the  North  Amherst  Library 
toilet  facilities  were  constructed.  In  the  Town  Hall  the  Town  Clerk's 
Office  was  completely  modernized  with  a  new  floor,  lighting,  painting 
and  counters.  We  should  continue  to  provide  good  maintenance  for  all 
our  buildings. 

As  a  part  of  the  modernizing  of  administration  an  accounting  ma- 
chine was  installed  in  the  Town  Hall.  At  present  this  machine  is  used 
for  all  our  payroll  accounting  and  for  the  preparation  of  warrants  and 
checks  for  the  payment  of  Town  bills. 

In  the  field  of  personnel  the  Town  enjoyed  a  very  low  turnover. 
Only  three  permanent  employees  were  hired  to  fill  vacancies.  Mr.  William 
Boluch,  veteran  of  27  years  in  the  Highway  Department  retired  De- 
cember 31st. 

The  training  of  employees  continues,  our  Police  Department  has  at- 
tained the  enviable  record  of  having  all  the  regular  officers  graduate  from 
the  State  Police  Training  School.  Two  10  lecture  courses  in  firefighting 
were  given  to  permanent  and  call  firefighters  during  the  year.  The  Town 
provided  an  opportunity  for  the  Town  Manager  to  attend  a  one  week 
training  session  in  advanced  management  which  was  most  inspiring  and 
instructive.  We  must  continue  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  opportunities 
which  arise  to  train  our  employees  to  do  their  jobs  more  efficiently. 
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In  concluding  this  report  I  would  like  briefly  to  remind  the  citizens 
of  the  great  contributions  of  time  and  energy  which  the  members  ot  all 
our  town  boards  and  committees  donate  to  their  town.  I960  was  a  par- 
ticularly difficult  year  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Our  Chairman  for  six 
years,  Robert  D.  Hawley  did  not  run  for  reelection  and  is  taking  a  well- 
deserved  rest  from  his  many  years  of  public  service.  Mr.  Hawley's  wise 
and  considered  judgment  steered  the  Board  through  many  difficult  situa- 
tions. One  of  our  newer  members,  Francis  Goodnow,  was  torced  to  re- 
sign because  of  a  relocation  of  his  industrial  position.  Mr.  Goodnow's 
interest  in  Amherst  and  his  willingness  to  work  for  our  town  was  cut 
short  by  this  move.  The  third  loss  was  the  death  of  our  Chairman, 
Eunice  L.  Mannheim.  Despite  the  trials  of  her  illness  Mrs.  Mannheim 
never  shirked  her  obligations  nor  spared  herself  in  the  performance  ot 
her  duties  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  I  think  every  Selectman  who 
has  served  with  Mrs.  Mannheim  and  certainly  those  of  us  who  saw  her 
frequently  in  the  course  of  town  affairs  will  never  forget  her  many 
virtues.  Her  regard  for  the  opposite  point  of  view,  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  personal  freedom  and  the  intense  guardianship  of  the 
rights  of  every  person  was  deeply  instilled  in  all  of  us.  Our  town  has 
been  fortunate  in  the  leadership  provided  by  those  Selectmen. 


The  Amherst  Skyline 


9 


EXPANSION 


The  new  sew- 
er line  laid 
here  in  1960 
will  mean  a 
larger  sewer 
treat  m  e  n  t 
plant  than  we 
now  have. 
(Below)  (Bid 
to  be  let  in 
1961) 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

In  I960  a  more  realistic  valuation  was  placed  on  the  University  Land 
by  the  Commission  showing  an  increase  from  SI 52,000  to  S643,000. 

Since  we  received  our  town  maps  in  1957  new  developments  and 
other  property  changes  have  taken  place.  In  order  to  keep  up  with  these 
changes  work  has  been  started  on  the  revision  of  these  maps. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  TAX  RATE 

LIABILITIES 
TOWN  APPROPRIATIONS: 

To  be  raised  by  taxation  $1,619,567.84 
To  be  taken  from  available  funds  166,917.06 


•S  1,786,484.90 


STATE  ASSESSMENTS: 

State  Parks  and  Reservations  4,185.08 
State  Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts  281.13 


4,466.21 


COUNTY  TAX  90,484.84 

OVERLAY  31,456.09 

GROSS  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED  1,912,892.04 

ASSETS 

PROPERTY  TAX  VALUATION  $14,702,215.00 

at  $80.00  per  thousand  1,176,177.20 

POLL  TAXES:  2758  at  $2.00  each  5,516.00 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS: 

State  168,085.04 

Town  381,065.00 

OVERESTIMATES:  _ 

CountyTax  14,66.90 

State  Recreation  40 ' 

AVAILABLE  FUNDS  166,917.06 

TOTAL  ASSETS  $1,912,892.04 

TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES 

NUMBER  OF  POLLS  ASSESSED  2,715 

VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  PERSONAL  ESTATE: 

Stock  in  Trade  $  364,380.00 

Machinery  831,950.00 

Livestock  7,230.00 

All  Other  Tangible  Personal  Property  81,000.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Personal  Estate  $  1,284,560.00 
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VALUE  OF  ASSESSED  REAL  ESTATE 

Land  exclusive  of  Buildings  2,137,975.00 
Buildings  exclusive  of  Land  11,279,680.00 

Total  Value  of  Assessed  Real  Estate  13,417,655.00 

TOTAL  VALUATION  OF  ASSESSED  ESTATE  $14,702,215.00 
Tax  Rate  Per  $1,000— $80.00 


TAXES  FOR  STATE,  COUNTY,  OR  TOWN  PURPOSES: 

On  Personal  Estate  102,764.80 
On  Real  Estate  1,073,412.40 
On  Polls  5,516.00 


Total  Taxes  Assessed  $  1,181,693.20 

NUMBER  OF  LIVESTOCK  ESTIMATED  UNDER: 


Farm  Animal  Excise:    Personal  Property: 


Horses 

12 

26 

Cows 

1,741 

37 

Bulls 

34 

1 

Oxen 

0 

0 

Steers 

19 

15 

Heifers 

27 

8 

Swine 

22 

0 

Sheep 

0 

23 

Fowl 

26,936 

400 

All  Other 

15 

8 

28,806  518 

Total  Number  of  Livestock  Assessed  Under  Both  29,324 

NUMBER  OF  ACRES  OF  LAND  ASSESSED  17,024 

NUMBER  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  ASSESSED  2,141 


EXEMPT  PROPERTY: 

Property  of  the  United  States  $  71,500.00 

Property  of  the  Commonwealth  42,357,107.65 

Literary  Institutions  5,714,805.00 

Benevolent  and  Charitable  Institutions  41,600.00 

Incorporated  War  Veterans  7,000.00 

Houses  of  Religious  Worship  754,150.00 

Cemeteries                         '  11,000.00 

Town  Property  2,796,020.00 


Total  Exempt  Property  $  51,753,182.65 
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TOWN  CLERK 


A  most  notable  change  in  the  physical  appearance  of  the  town  clerk's 
office  occurred  during  I960.  Gradual  changes  had  been  made  during  the 
past  two  years  but  this  was  the  year  to  complete  the  project.  The  private 
office  of  the  town  clerk  was  needed  to  house  the  accounting  machine  so 
a  small  portion  of  the  larger  office  was  partitioned  off  for  her  use.  A 
counter  unit  was  built  so  that  a  clerk  could  carry  out  her  work  and  still 
take  care  of  the  counter  business.  A  new  paint  job,  new  lights  and  floor 
covering  lightened  the  appearance  of  the  office  generally  and  made  it  a 
much  more  pleasant  and  efficient  office  in  which  to  work. 

The  town  clerk  is  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  elections  and  I960 
is  a  year  which  will  be  long  remembered  as  being  exceptionally  busy.  In 
addition  to  the  town  election  in  February,  the  national  primary  in  April, 
the  state  primary  in  September  and  the  national  and  state  election  in 
November,  we  had  a  special  caucus  and  election  in  September  and  October 
to  nil  the  vacancy  on  the  Board  of  Selectman  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  Francis  H.  Goodnow. 

A  new  law  prohibits  counting  ballots  before  the  closing  of  the  polls 
and  resulted  in  very  slow  returns  and  additional  cost  to  the  town.  It 
would  seem  that  voting  machines  might  be  the  answer  to  this  problem, 
and  the  cost  and  types  available  of  such  machines  is  being  investigated 
for  possible  future  consideration  and  purchase. 

RECEIPTS 

Sporting  Licenses  $  5,224.55 

Dog  Licenses  2,362.00 

Town  Licenses  and  Fees  12,097.40 

Recording  Mortgages  622.00 

Certified  Copies  275.50 

$20,581.45 

PAYMENTS 

To  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game  $  4,942.50 

To  Town  Treasurer 

Dog  Licenses  2,119.25 
.  Dog  Fees  242.75 
Sale  of  Dogs  10.00 
Sporting  Fees  282.05 
Town  Licenses  11,549.00 
Town  Clerk  Fees  ';  1,435.90 

15,638.95 


$20,581.45 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Males  145 
Females  111 


Marriages 

Both  parties  American  born  91 

One  party  foreign  born  6 

Both  parties  foreign  born  2 


Deaths 

Males  49 
Females  52 


256 


99 


101 


ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION 

February  16,  I960 

In  accordance  with  the  warrant  the  polls  were  opened  at  12:15  P.M. 
and  the  voters  met  in  their  respective  precincts.  The  voting  resulted  as 
follows: 

Moderator:  Winthrop  S.  Dakin 
Selectman:  Harold  M.  Elder,  Henry  Hills  Skillings 
Member  School  Committee:  Ethel  Eaton  Colt 
Member  Housing  Authority:  Ann  E.  Whalen,  5  years,  Frederick  G. 
Ruder,  Jr.,  4  years,  Walter  C.  Jones,  2  years,  George  C.  Brehm,  1  year. 
Elector  Under  Oliver  Smith  Will:  Paul  T.  Ford 
Trustee  Jones  Library:  Sanford  Keedy 

Precinct  1,  Town  Meeting  Members:  Harold  W.  Cary,  Samuel  D. 
Davies,  Emma  T.  Davies,  Edward  L.  Hazen,  Clarence  A.  Hobart,  Nelson 
A.  Jenks,  William  H.  Lachman,  Kenneth  R.  Padelford,  Frederick  G. 
Ruder,  Jr.,  Harvey  L.  Sweetman,  Cecil  L.  Thomson,  William  H.  Weaver, 
Robert  W.  Lentilhon. 

Precinct  2,  Town  Meeting  Members:  Amos  G.  Avery,  Cesar  L. 
Barber,  Lucy  W.  Benson,  Kenneth  D.  Cuddeback,  Chester  S.  Gladchuk, 
Ellen  S.  Goodwin,  George  Goodwin,  Jr.,  Robert  P.  Hadley,  Wilbur  C. 
Hartman,  Arnold  D.  Rhodes,  Marion  N.  Thompson,  Ralph  W.  Redman. 

Precinct  3,  Town  Meeting  Members:  Alfred  W.  Boicourt,  Earle  B. 
Crosby,  Theodore  F.  Darby,  Asbury  B.  Dunn,  William  B.  Esselen,  Jr., 
Emory  E.  Grayson,  Warren  I.  Johansson,  Esther  T.  Madden,  Donald  E. 
Moser,  Karol  S.  Wisnieski,  Richard  S.  Martin,  Donald  E.  Thayer,  Hedvig 
Watts. 
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Precinct  3,  Town  Meeting  Member,  2  years:  Walter  C.  Feldman. 

Precinct  4,  Town  Meeting  Members:  Ann  H.  Grose,  Minot  Grose, 
William  K.  Harris,  H.  Chapin  Harvey,  James  N.  Sarris,  Alfred  W.  Scott, 
Richard  H.  Thompson,  Ann  E.  Whalen,  Eugene  S.  Wilson,  Robert  D. 
Hawley,  Mitchell  A.  Jacque,  Donald  N.  Maia. 

Precinct  5,  Town  Meeting  Members:  Hannah  L.  Conway,  Marion 
B.  Crossmon,  John  J.  Gwozdz,  Stephen  E.  Keedy,  David  W.  Lauder,  Jr., 
Walter  G.  Lyman,  Katherine  A.  Wentworth,  Weymouth  B.  Heath. 

Precinct  6,  Town  Meeting  Members:  Everett  T.  Dimock,  John  H. 
Dittfach,  Paul  T.  Ford,  Melvin  G.  Harvey,  Harold  T.  Wentworth,  Brad- 
lee  E.  Gage,  Louis  R.  Mannheim,  Dana  Snyder. 

Question  No.  1:  Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  entitled  "An  Act  relative  to  the 
composition  of  representative  town  meetings  in  the  Town  of  Amherst", 
be  accepted? 

YES -1319  NO -715 

Question  No.  2 :  Shall  the  acceptance  by  the  town  of  chapter  eleven 
of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-one  providing  for  town  manage- 
ment government  for  the  Town  of  Amherst,  be  revoked? 

YES -  889  NO -1461 

Vote  by  Precincts       Registered  Voters     Time  Reporting 
Precinct  1    518  899  9:18 

Precinct  2    344  687  9:20 

Precinct  3    421  836  10:00 

Precinct  4    492  836  10:15 

Precinct  5    292  560  10:25 

Precinct  6    343  481  10:30 


2410  4299 
The  official  declaration  of  the  results  were  announced  at  11:30  P.M. 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 

March  1,  1%0 

The  Moderator,  Winthrop  S.  Dakin,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
7:05  P.M.  o'clock.  The  teller  reported  165  town  meeting  members  pre- 
sent out  of  a  possible  231.  He  declared  a  quorum  present.  The  call  and 
the  Constable's  return  were  read  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Doris  B.  Newton. 

article  1.  Voted  that  the  reports  of  the  town  officers,  finance 
committee,  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Bicentennial  Committee  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Voted  to  extend  the  thanks  of  the  town  to  the  Bicentennial  Com- 
mittee and  all  who  contributed  to  the  Bicentennial  celebration. 
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article  2.  Voted  that  the  town  will  authorize  the  town  treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1, 
I960  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor  payable  within  one  year,  and 
to  renew  any  note  or  notes,  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one 
year  in  accordance  with  Sections  4  and  17  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General 
Laws. 

article  3.  Voted  that  the  town  authorize  the  selectmen  to  sell, 
after  first  giving  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale  by  posting  such 
notice  of  sale  in  some  convenient  and  public  place  in  town  and  in 
the  local  newspapers  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  sale,  property  taken 
by  the  town  under  tax  title  procedure,  provided  that  the  selectmen  or 
whomever  they  may  authorize  to  hold  such  public  auction  may  reject  any 
bid  which  they  deem  inadequate. 

article  4.  Voted  that  the  Job  Classification  By-law,  as  most  re- 
cently amended,  be  further  amended,  effective  beginning  April  1,  I960, 
by  deleting  the  last  sentence  from  Section  3B,  and  inserting  in  its  place 
the  following  sentence:  "Vacation  period  shall  increase  to  15  working 
days  per  year  at  the  completion  of  10  years  of  accumulative  service,  and 
to  20  working  days  per  year  at  the  completion  of  fifteen  years  of  accumu- 
lative service." 

article  5.  Defeated.  Paid  holidays  for  firemen.  YES,  69.  NO, 
111.  A  motion  to  reconsider  Article  5  also  lost.  YES,  83.  NO,  84.  A 
second  motion  to  reconsider  also  lost.  YES,  77.  NO,  97. 

article  6.  Voted  that  the  town  accept  Section  17A  of  Chapter  147 
of  the  General  Laws  relating  to  additional  days  pay  or  an  additional  day 
off  for  members  of  the  police  department  for  certain  holidays.  YES,  95. 
NO,  71. 

article  7.  General  Government.  VoLjd  that  the  town  raise  and 
appropriate  $73,367  for  General  Government;  that  the  salary  of  the 
Moderator  be  fixed  at  $10  and  that  the  Elector  under  Oliver  Smith  Will 
at  $20;  that  of  the  appropriation  for  Selectmen  $100,  for  the  Town 
Manager  $300,  and  for  the  Planning  Board  $150,  be  available  for  out- 
of-state  travel;  and  that  the  appropriations  for  the  separate  items  be  fixed 
as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

Public  Safety.  Voted  that  the  town  appropriate  $175,786  for  Pub- 
lic Safety,  and  that  the  appropriations  for  the  separate  items  be  fixed  as 
recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee  except  that  the  appropriation  for 
police  shall  be  $58,468;  that  as  part  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Police 
Department  $7,000  be  appropriated  and  transferred  from  the  Parking 
Meter  Reserve;  that  for  the  Ambulance  Maintenance  Budget  $3,400  be 
appropriated  and  transferred  from  Ambulance  Reserve;  and  that  the 
balance  of  $165,386  be  raised  by  taxation;  and  further  that  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Police  Department  $100,  and  for  the  Fire  Department 
Si 00.  and  for  the  Civil  Defense  budget  $50,  be  available  for  out-of-state 
travel. 
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Health  and  Sanitation.  Voted  that  the  town  appropriate  $49,915  for 
Health  and  Sanitation,  and  that  the  appropriaions  for  the  separate  items 
be  fixed  as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee  except  that  for  the 
item  Garbage  Collection,  the  appropriation  shall  be  $100;  that  for  the 
appropriation  for  the  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  and  Pumping  Station 
$15,786,  and  for  the  appropriation  for  Sewage  System  Maintenance 
$6,000  be  appropriated  and  transferred  from  Sewer  Reserve;  that  the 
balance  of  $28,129  be  raised  by  taxation;  and  further  that  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Health  Department  $125,  and  for  Sewage  Treatment  Plant 
and  Pumping  Station  $50,  be  available  for  out-of-state  travel. 

Highways.  Voted  that  the  town  appropriate  $124,775  for  Highways, 
and  that  the  appropriations  for  the  separate  items  be  fixed  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Finance  Committee;  that  for  the  appropriations  for  Park- 
ing Meter  Maintenance  $1,400  shall  be  appropriated  and  transferred  from 
Parking  Meter  Reserve,  and  the  balance  $123,375  be  raised  by  taxation; 
and  further  that  of  the  appropriation  for  Highway  Maintenance  $75  be 
available  for  out-of-state  travel. 

Public  Welfare  and  Veterans  Services.  Voted  that  the  town  raise 
and  appropriate  $132,345  for  Public  Welfare  and  Veterans  Services,  and 
that  the  appropriations  for  the  separate  items  be  fixed  as  recommended  by 
the  Finance  Committee. 

Libraries.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $12,850  for 
Libraries,  and  that  the  appropriations  for  the  separate  items  be  fixed  as 
recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

Parks  and  Recreation.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate 
$21,925  for  Parks  and  Recreation,  and  that  the  appropriations  for  the 
separate  items  be  fixed  as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee;  and 
that  of  the  appropriation  for  Recreation  Commission  $75  be  available 
for  out-of-state  travel. 

Enterprises  and  Cemeteries.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appro- 
priate $72,340  for  Enterprises  and  Cemeteries;  and  that  the  appropriations 
for  the  separate  items  be  fixed  as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee; 
and  that  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Water  Department  $75  be  available 
for  out-of-state  travel. 

Unclassified.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $36,169.39 
for  Unclassified,  and  that  the  appropriations  for  the  separate  items  be 
fixed  as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee  except  that  the  item, 
Contributory  Pension  Fund,  be  fixed  at  $21,478.39. 

Indebtedness.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $30,000 
for  payment  of  the  General  Debt,  $40,000  for  payment  of  the  Water 
Debt,  and  that  $10,000  be  appropriated  and  transferred  from  the  Pro- 
ceeds of  Sale  of  Veterans'  Housing  Property  for  payment  of  the  Veterans' 
Housing  Debt. 

Interest.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $2,478.75  for 
interest  on  the  General  Debt,  $8,625  for  interest  on  the  Water  Debt; 
that  $4,451.25  be  appropriated  and  transferred  from  Sewer  Reserve  for 
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interest  on  the  Sewer  Debt;  that  $1,125  be  appropriated  and  transferred 
from  Proceeds  of  Sale  of  Veterans'  Housing  Property  for  payment  of 
interest  on  the  Veterans'  Housing  Debt. 

Schools  (Not  Including  Region).  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and 
appropriate  $356,694  for  Schools,  and  that  the  appropriations  for  the 
separate  items  be  fixed  as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee;  and 
that  of  the  appropriations  for  General  Control  $300,  and  for  Instruction 
$600  be  available  for  out-of-state  travel. 

Regional  School  District.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate 
$478,589.94  for  its  proportionate  share  of  the  I960  capital  and  operating 
costs  of  the  Amherst  Pelham  Regional  School  District. 

article  8.  Voted  that  $17,500  be  appropriated  and  transferred 
from  Overlay  Surplus  Reserve  to  Reserve. 

article  9.  Voted  that  $6,000  be  appropriated  to  replace  the  water 
main  in  Potwine  Lane  and  to  extend  the  water  main  in  Bay  Road,  and 
to  meet  said  appropriation  that  $4,800  be  raised  and  appropriated  from 
water  department  revenues  of  the  current  year  and  that  $1,200  be  ap- 
propriated and  transferred  from  water  available  surplus. 

article  10.  Voted  that  $9,000  be  appropriated  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  certain  roads  in  town  under  provisions  of  Chapter  90,  and  to 
meet  said  appropriation  that  $3,000  be  raised  by  taxation,  and  that  the 
balance  be  borrowed  under  Chapter  44,  Section  6A  of  the  General  Laws 
pending  reimbursement  from  the  County  and  State  in  the  sum  of  $3,000 
each. 

article  11.  Voted  that  $28,000  be  appropriated  to  construct  or 
reconstruct  a  Chapter  90  road  on  South  Pleasant  Street,  and  to  meet  said 
appropriation  that  $668.22  be  appropriated  and  transferred  from  the 
balance  under  Article  15  of  the  1958  annual  town  meeting,  $3,986.34 
be  appropriated  and  transferred  from  the  balance  under  Article  15  of  the 
1959  annual  town  meeting,  that  $2,345.44  be  raised  by  taxation,  and  that 
the  balance  of  $21,000  be  borrowed  under  Chapter  44,  Section  6 A  of  the 
General  Laws  pending  reimbursement  from  the  state  of  $14,000  and 
from  the  County  of  $7,000.  Recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

article  12.  Voted  that  $22,000  be  appropriated  and  transferred 
from  Surplus  Revenue  Account  to  drain  and  reconstruct  a  portion  of 
South  East  and  North  East  Street,  and  install  a  hard-surfaced  sidewalk 
thereon. 

Article  13.  Voted  that  $16,000  be  appropriated  and  transferred 
from  Surplus  Revenue  Account  to  drain  and  reconstruct  Meadow  Street 
between  North  Pleasant  Street  and  the  Route  116  By-Pass. 

article  14.    Defeated.  Kellogg  Ave. 

article  15.  Voted  that  $10,000  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
hard-surfacing  certain  gravel  roads. 

article  16.    Defeated.  Wildwood  Lane. 
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article  17.  Voted  that  $2,500  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  con- 
struct a  sidewalk  along  a  portion  of  Chestnut  Street. 

article  18.  Voted  that  $15,000  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
of  a  new  pumper  for  the  Fire  Department  and  that  the  Chevrolet  pumper 
may  be  turned  in  as  part  payment;  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
$7,500  be  appropriated  and  transferred  from  Overlay  Surplus  Revenue 
and  that  the  treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow  $7,500  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor  pay- 
able in  not  more  than  one  year  YES,  177.  NO,  4. 

article  19.  Voted  that  $1,800  be  appropriated  and  transferred 
from  Parking  Meter  Reserve  to  purchase  a  new  car  for  the  Police  De- 
partment, and  that  the  Buick  be  turned  in  as  part  payment. 

ARTICLE  20.    Voted  to  dismiss.  Dump  truck. 

article  21.  Voted  that  $4,500  be  appropriated  and  transferred 
from  Sewer  Reserve  to  purchase  a  sewer  rodding  machine. 

article  22.  Voted  that  $1,500  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  be 
used,  with  matching  funds  if  available,  for  the  purchase  of  radio  com- 
munications equipment  for  various  departments. 

article  23.  Voted  that  $1,000  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  pur- 
chase a  postage  metering  machine. 

ARTICLE  24.  Voted  that  $1,500  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
redecorating  and  relighting  the  auditorium  of  the  Munson  Memorial 
Library  Building. 

article  25.  Voted  that  the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  continue  the 
study  of  architectural  changes  within  the  town  hall,  and  to  report  with 
recommendations  at  the  1961  annual  town  meeting. 

article  26.  Voted  that  the  moderator  be  instructed  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  five  or  more  to  study  the  advisability  of  town-wide  garbage 
and  rubbish  collection  and  report  thereon  with  recommendations  at  the 
1961  annual  town  meeting.  YES,  119.  NO,  46. 

article  27.  Voted  that  Section  8A  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General 
Laws,  as  most  recently  amended,  be  accepted,  that  a  devolpment  and  in- 
dustrial commission  of  nine  members  be  established  thereunder,  and  that 
$200  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  its  use.  A  substitute  motion,  to 
establish  a  committee  to  study  the  need  for  a  commission,  was  defeated. 

article  28.  Voted  that,  effective  beginning  with  the  1961  annual 
town  election,  the  town  by-laws  designated  as  Sections  11a,  lib,  and  11c, 
under  Article  1,  be  repealed,  and  in  place  thereof  the  following  new  by- 
law be  inserted: 

I  la.  The  town  manager,  the  secretary  of  the  finance  committee,  the 
chairman  of  the  board  of  health,  the  chairman  of  the  planning 
board,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors,  the  chairman  of 
the  personnel  board,  the  chairman  of  the  development  and 
industrial  commission,  and  the  chairman  of  the  housing  au- 
thority shall  be  town  meeting  members  at  large. 
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article  29.  Voted  that  the  town  amend  the  Town  of  Amherst 
Zoning  By-law  by  enlarging  the  Business  District  as  shown  on  the  Official 
Zoning  Map  to  include  the  entire  premises  at  No.  90,  92,  96,  98,  100,  106 
and  108  North  Pleasant  Street  (Sheet  14A,  Lot  43  on  Assessor's  Plan) 
and  all  that  portion  of  the  premises  at  No.  33  North  Prospect  Street 
(Sheet  14A,  Lot  33  on  Assessor's  Plan)  as  lies  easterly  on  a  line  drawn 
parallel  to  and  fifty  (50)  feet  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  of  said 
North  Prospect  Street.  YES,  166.  NO.  5. 

Article  30.  Voted  that  effective  beginning  April  1,  I960,  the  so- 
called  Bicentennial  Seal,  without  copyright  symbol,  that  was  designed  by 
Frank  A.  Trapp  and  copyrighted  1959,  Gu  30396,  be  established  as  the 
official  seal  of  the  town,  and  that  as  of  that  date  the  present  seal  be  dis- 
continued.   YES,  103.    NO.  49. 

article  31.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $1,439.32 
to  pay  unpaid  bills  of  1959.  Unanimous. 

article  32.    Voted  to  dismiss.  Use  of  surplus  to  reduce  taxes. 
It  was  voted  to  adjourn  at  10:56  P.M.  o'clock. 

There  were  187  town  meeting  members  in  attendance  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting. 

TOWN  CAUCUS  (for  Selectman) 

September  23,  I960 

In  accordance  with  the  town  warrant,  the  polls  opened  at  12:30  P.M. 
in  the  Court  Room  of  the  Town  Hall.  There  were  502  ballots  cast  out  of 
4,602  registered  voters.  The  results  were  as  follows: 

Horace  W.  Hewlett  250 

Walter  C.  Markert  145 

Robert  R.  Ruder  69 

Blanks  38 


502 

The  results  were  announced  at  8:00  P.M. 

SPECIAL  TOWN  ELECTION 

October  24,  I960 

In  accordance  with  the  warrant,  the  voters  met  in  their  respective 
precincts.  The  polls  opened  at  12:30  P.M.  and  closed  at  7:00  P.M.  There 
were  1220  votes  cast  out  of  4942  registered  voters  and  resulted  in  Horace 
W.  Hewlett,  511;  Walter  C.  Markert,  700.  The  returns  were  completed 
and  announced  at  8:00  P.M. 
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PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  held  13  regular  meetings  during  I960.  In 
January,  the  Board  gave  final  approval  to  the  Stanne  subdivision  located 
between  Chestnut  and  Gray  Streets.  A  public  hearing  was  held  in  March 
to  consider  an  amendment  to  the  Zoning  By-Law  for  an  extension  of  the 
Business  District  to  allow  provision  for  an  additional  75  parking  spaces 
north-west  of  Louis'  Supermarket.  This  amendment  was  subsequently 
passed  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting.  In  October  a  public  hearing  was 
held  to  discuss  a  subdivision  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Wesley  J.  Wentworth. 

The  Planning  Board  has  been  concerned  with  several  major  issues 
in  1960.  Since  the  Town  in  1958  rejected  by  referendum  a  complete  re- 
vision of  the  Zoning  By-Law,  the  Board  has  spent  many  hours  consider- 
ing both  limited  and  major  changes  in  the  existing  by-law.  A  sub-com- 
mittee has  worked  on  the  details  of  several  proposals  which  have  been 
presented  to  the  whole  Board.  Although  we  believe  that  Amherst  must 
ultimately  adopt  a  thorough-going  revision  of  its  present  zoning,  we  feel 
that  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  present  by-law  can  be  made  less  trouble- 
some by  rewording  certain  sections.  A  number  of  proposals  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  1961  Town  Meeting. 

These  changes  will  be  designed  to  improve  the  administration  of 
zoning  by  the  Building  Inspector  and  to  clarify  some  statements  which 
have  caused  great  difficulty  for  the  Board  of  Appeals.  It  is  also  hoped 
that  these  proposed  zoning  amendments  will  clear  up  some  of  the  sec- 
tions which  have  caused  misunderstanding  or  hardship  fcr  some  towns- 
people who  have  wished  to  erect  new  buildings  or  alter  existing  structures. 

In  addition  to  the  changes  mentioned,  the  Planning  Board  has  dis- 
cussed various  proposals  for  a  new  zoning  district  in  which  light  indus- 
trial and  research  activities  would  be  allowed.  It  is  expected  that  the  Town 
Meeting  will  be  asked  to  amend  the  present  zoning  to  create  such  a 
district.  The  Board  has  also  studied  the  problems  relating  to  earth  re- 
moval (loam,  sand,  gravel,  etc.)  and  we  hope  to  present  to  the  Town 
Meeting  a  new  by-law  designed  to  allow  the  community  to  protect  and 
guide  the  use  of  these  resources.  Work  has  continued  on  a  complete  re- 
vision of  the  Subdivision  Regulations.  These  new  regulations  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Town  at  a  public  hearing  during  1961. 

As  usual — the  Planning  Board  has  spent  too  much  of  its  time  on 
housekeeping  tasks  which  help  to  preserve  the  best  aspects  of  the  present 
community  and  not  enough  time  has  been  put  on  planning  for  the  future. 
One  hopeful  sign,  however,  is  the  initiation  of  closer  ties  with  officials 
at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  so  that  our  joint  efforts  will  be  directed 
toward  solving  the  common  problems  which  will  arise  as  both  the  town 
and  the  University  grow. 
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ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


The  Board  of  Appeals  met  eleven  times  to  hear  thirteen  petitions. 
A  fourteenth  was  withdrawn  prior  to  a  hearing.  Permits  were  granted 
for  a  trailer,  a  gravel  plant,  a  gift-shop,  beauty  shop,  furniture  store, 
welding  shop,  expansion  of  a  plumbing  shop,  a  boarding  kennel,  and  an 
office  building.  Denial  of  a  building  permit  by  the  Building  Inspector 
was  reversed,  and  requests  for  a  sorority  and  two  trailers  were  denied. 
One  case  was  appealed  to  the  Superior  Court  and  is  still  pending. 

The  Board  continues  to  function  under  a  zoning  by-law  that  is  long 
since  outdated  and  sorely  in  need  of  revision.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  ac- 
tion by  the  Town  to  correct  this  situation  will  be  taken  in  the  near  future. 


BAPTIST  CHURCH  BELL 
Probably  one  of  the  oldest  bells  in  the  town  of  Amherst  is  the 
bell  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  We  find  written  in  the  Chronicles  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  by  Angie  F.  Fish  the  following  report: 

"In  1868  the  people  gathered  a  sum  of  money  ($240)  and  were 
presented  an  additional  amount  by  interested  citizens  of  the  town  with 
which  they  secured  the  bell  of  the  sister  -church  on  College  Hill  (First 
Congregational),  which  had  been  forged  in  the  foundry  of  Paul 
Revere  of  historic  fame.  'Only  about  sixty  of  these  bells  were  ever 
forged  and  these  mostly  being  found  in  New  England  Towns.'  And 
for  the  assistance  given  by  the  citizens  toward  its  purchase  the  town 
was  granted  its  use  in  times  of  conflagration." 

Thus  it  was  that  in  the  early  days  the  historic  Paul  Revere  bell  in 
the  belfry  of  the  church  was  used  as  a  fire  alarm  for  the  town. 

SECOND  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  BELL 
The  original  church  built  in  1784,  was  replaced  with  the  present 
structure  in  1839.  Apparently  the  bell  which  was  in  the  old  church 
was  placed  in  the  new  tower.  In  1879,  the  old  bell  was  broken  and  a 
new  one  purchased  which  is  still  in  use.  The  hand  operated  bell  rings 
to  summon  worshippers  to  services. 

BELL  AT  THE  SOUTH  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
Since  no  records  indicating  the  original  date  of  this  bell  are  avail- 
able, it  is  presumed  that  it  was  purchased  and  installed  when  the 
church  was  built  in  1824.  It  is  reputed  to  be  a  Paul  Revere  bell.  This 
bell  can  be  tolled  as  well  as  rung.  Residents  of  South  Amherst  recall 
that  the  bell  was  tolled  at  the  close  of  World  War  I.  The  bell  was 
rung  as  a  fire  alarm  before  the  installation  of  the  present  fire  alarm 
system. 
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INDUSTRIAL  COMMISSION 


Acting  under  enabling  legislation  passed  by  the  General  Court,  The 
Industrial  and  Development  Commission  was  established  by  the  Town 
meeting  of  Amherst  in  I960.  The  following  members  were  selected  by 
Town  Manager  Mr.  Allen  L.  Torrey: 
Mr.  Clement  Brown  Mr.  George  May 

Mrs.  George  Cramer  Mr.   William  O'Donnell 

Mr.  Hubert  Elder  Mr.  George  Richason 

Mr.  Francis  Goodnow  (replacing  Mr.  Goodnow) 

(resigned  June  28,  I960)  Mr.  Herbert  Wilkinson 

Mr.  Himy  B.  Kirshen  Mr.  Clifton  Winn 

At  the  Commission's  first  meeting  Mr.  Kirshen  was  elected  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Elder,  Vice  Chairman  and  Mrs.  Cramer,  Secretary. 

The  purpose  of  the  Amherst  Industrial  and  Development  Commis- 
sion was  defined: 

"To  concern  itself  with  the  development  and  promotion  of  all 
economic  resources  of  the  town.  It  is  to  promote  already  exist- 
ing enterprises  and  to  supplement  these  by  the  attraction  of 
other  suitable  businesses  which  will  strengthen  and  diversify 
the  ecnomic  base  of  the  community." 
The  members  of  the  Commission  considered  it  the  first  order  of 
business  to  familiarize  itself  with  the  work  of  other  commissions  and  to 
study  and  analyze  the  existing  and  potential  resources  of  Amherst.  It  in- 
vited a  number  of  persons  to  discuss  various  problems  before  the  com- 
mission. Mr.  Bacon  pointed  out  possible  areas  considered  by  the  Plan- 
ning Board  as  industrial  sites.  Mr.  Turnbull,  of  the  Western  Massachu- 
setts Electric  Company,  surveyed  the  whole  problem  of  Industrial  Com- 
missions and  the  search  for  industry  and  appropriate  businesses,  emphasiz- 
ing the  need  for  cooperation  among  the  citizens  of  the  Town,  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  Planning  Board,  Selectmen,  School  Committee  and 
other  organizations. 

It  was  agreed  that  certain  types  of  information  should  be  made  avail- 
able, collected  and  analyzed  such  as  tax  receipts,  government  expenditures, 
per  capita  income,  retail  sales,  population  trends,  public  services,  educa- 
tional facilities,  weather  data,  highways,  recreation,  type  of  town  govern- 
ment, banking  services  and  composition  of  the  labor  force.  During  the 
summer  of  I960  a  graduate  student,  Donald  Savage,  from  the  Univer- 
sity, working  with  Mrs.  Betty  Cramer,  collected  and  aided  in  the  tabula- 
tion of  an  occupational  survey. 

Generally  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  and  the  local  newspaper,  was  present  at  the  meetings. 
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The  Amherst  Environment 

The  establishment  of  an  Industrial  and  Development  Commission 
was  not  the  result  of  a  declining  industry,  nor  of  excessive  unemployment 
nor  of  industry  moving  from  the  area.  Generally  these  are  the  basic 
reasons  behind  a  search  for  economic  development.  The  motivation  here 
reflects  a  search  for  a  broader  tax  base  in  a  community  that  is  expanding 
because  of  an  expanding  University.  Per  capita  income  in  Amherst  is  re- 
latively high  due  to  the  professional  personnel  and  supporting  services 
associated  with  Amherst  College  and  the  University  of  Massachusetts. 
Unlike  industrial  cities  like  Detroit  or  Gary,  Indiana,  there  are  no  serious 
cycles  of  unemployment.  Stability,  in  an  economic  sense,  is  the  rule  rather 
than  an  exception.  In  such  communities  there  is  likely  to  be  great  pres- 
sure for  public  services  that  coincide  with  the  cultural  advantages  of  the 
residents.  Obviously  these  services  cost  money  and  require  taxes  from 
state  and  local  government.  It  is  the  nature  of  a  university  and  college 
community  to  be  very  circumspect  and  selective  in  its  quest  for  business 
and  industry.  Such  a  community  wishes  industry  with  professional  per- 
sonnel or  well  paid  personnel.  Such  industries  would  be  relatively  wealthy 
and  capable  of  paying  a  tax  contribution  that  covered  public  services  with- 
out requiring  a  subsidy,  either  direct  or  indirect. 

This  is  the  background  of  the  commission's  work:  that  the  resources 
of  Amherst  should  attract  the  kind  of  industry  in  which  educational  faci- 
lities play  a  large  part.  It  is  our  hope,  therefore,  that  although  educational 
institutions  are  tax  exempt,  there  is  the  possibility  that  certain  industries 
would  come  to  Amherst  precisely  because  of  the  educational  advantages. 
The  Commission  considers  itself  in  the  initial  stages  of  its  work  and  is 
more  prepared  to  make  tentative  recommendations  than  it  is  prepared  to 
offer  a  specific  guide  on  how  to  bring  industry  of  a  desirable  sort  into 
Amherst  to  the  delight  of  all  citizens. 

Recommendations 

1.  The  Commission  has  asked  the  Planning  Board  to  define  Com- 
mercial and  Industrial  zoning.  This  is  essential  for  any  further  thinking 
about  new  industry  or  economic  development. 

2.  Extension  of  parking  areas  is  necessary,  if  we  are  to  attract 
purchasers  to  the  Amherst  area  as  well  as  protect  existing  establishments. 

3.  The  Commission  working  with  the  Planning  Board  needs,  in 
1961,  to  select  particular  sites.  This  is  related  to  the  problem  of  zoning. 
The  need  for  flexibility  here  is  assumed. 
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POL!  CI  DIP ARTMINT 


The  constantly  increasing  number  of  automobiles  on  our  highways, 
the  wide  range  of  crimes  being  committed,  and  the  increased  mobility 
of  the  malfactors  committing  them,  all  unite  to  requite  the  present  day 
police  officer  to  be  a  person  with  specialized,  professional  training  m  all 
phases  of  police  work"  if  he  is  to  do  his  job  successfully  It  is,  therefore, 
fgreat  source  of  satisfaction  and  community  pride  to  be  able  to  announce 
that,  with  the  recent  graduation  of  Officers  Clarence  R.  Babb  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Ashby,  every  member  of  the  Amherst  Police  Department  has 
now  graduated  from  the  Massachusetts  State  Police  Academy,  a  Fra- 
mingham,  one  of  the  most  highly  regarded  schools  of  its  kind  in  the 
United  S  ates.  We  are  highly  pleased  also  at  the  very  creditable  records 
made  there  by  Officers  Babb  and  Ashby  and  feel  that  the  townspeople 
will  receive  better  police  service  because  of  these  educational  accomplish- 


ments. 


The  importance  of  the  automobile  in  all  of  police  work  continues 
to  grow  larger  and  larger  each  year  as  their  numbers  continue  to  increase. 
Over  1  633,000  have  been  registered  already  in  1901  in  Massachusetts; 
an  increase  of  123,000  in  the  past  two  years.  Despite  this  increase  of 
over  1  000  cars  each  week  in  this  Commonwealth  alone,  with  the  result- 
ing impact  on  Amherst  due  to  our  two  institutions  of  higher  learning, 
automobiles  are  being  operated  percentage  wise  more  carefully  m  Am- 
herst and  we  had  three  less  automobile  accidents  this  year  than  in  1959. 
Regrettably,  however,  the  number  of  accidents  with  personal  injury  in- 
creased from  31  to  47  and  the  number  of  persons  injured  from  31  to 
60.  Again,  we  had  no  fatal  accidents. 

The  automobile  police  formula  is  a  simple  one:  more  automobiles- 
more  traffic— more  responsibility  and  work  for  your  police  department. 

The  increasing  traffic  at  two  locations  reached  a  point  where  some- 
thing had  to  be  done  for  minimum  safety  standards: 

At  the  request  of  the  Reverend  William  G.  Lorimer,  of  the  North 
Congregational  Church,  a  traffic  officer  was  assigned  to  North  Amherst 
Center  on  Sunday  mornings  and  for  a  short  period  in  the  summer  vaca- 
tion during  religious  education  classes  at  the  North  Parish  House.  Also 
at  the  request  of  parents  of  children  at  the  East  Street  School,  a  traffic 
officer  has  been  assigned  to  the  East  Street  School  crossing  on  Main 
Street.  Town  Manager  Allen  L.  Torrey  has  authorized  the  assignment  of 
special  police  officers  at  these  two  locations  and  we  are  indeed  fortunate 
to  have  obtained  the  services  of  James  R.  Alcock  for  this  work  in  North 
Amherst  and  of  Harold  A.  Magrath  at  the  East  Street  School,  two  excel- 
lent men  who  are  dedicated  to  their  work. 

Our  school  traffic  safety  educational  program  continues  in  full  oper- 
ation under  the  direction  of  the  department  safety  officer  Donald  N. 
Maia.  This  program  was  given  increased  impetus  and  efficiency  this  year 
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by  the  gift  of  a  safety  patrol  automobile  through  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
Edward  Mraz,  of  the  Mraz  Ford,  Inc.  of  North  Amherst.  This  is  the 
first  time  the  Police  Department  has  had  such  an  automobile  and  the 
only  expense  is  for  the  gasoline  and  oil  to  operate  it.  The  car  is  avail- 
able not  only  for  the  safety  education  program  in  the  public  schools,  but 
also  for  safety  programs  and  lectures  to  various  interested  organizations. 

A  most  time  consuming  and  one  of  the  most  responsible  services 
rendered  by  the  department  is  the  regular  inspection  of  vacant  homes 
while  the  owners  are  on  vacation  or  sabbatical  leave  for  varying  periods 
of  time.  During  I960,  there  were  over  2,000  such  inspections  made,  and 
this  police  activity  is  rapidly  expanding  to  a  nearly  full-time  job  for  one 
man.  That  this  job  is  being  well  done  by  the  department  officers  is  de- 
monstrated by  the  fact  that  not  one  loss  of  property  has  been  reported 
where  the  vacant  home  has  been  under  this  inspection  surveilance  of  your 
police  department. 

The  statistics  set  forth  below  summarize  some  aspects  of  the  police 
work  performed  during  the  year.  They  are,  however,  only  the  bare  bones 
of  the  matter.  They  give  little  hint  of  the  hard  work,  efficient  investiga- 
tion, techniques,  skilled  training,  devotion  to  duty,  performed  courtesy, 
and  high  professional  ethics  demonstrated  each  day,  365  days  of  the 
year,  by  every  officer  in  the  department.  They  are  all  worthy  of  the  fine 
community  in  which  they  live. 


ARRESTS 

Adultery  2 

Assault  &  Battery  10 

Assault  with  dangerous  weapon  1 

Assault  (indecent)  1 

A.W.O.L.  (Navy)  1 

Breaking,  Entering  &  Larceny  8 

Committed  to  State  Hospital  5 

Committed  to  Veterans  Administration  Hospital  Leeds  2 

Delinquent  Child  3 

Disturbing  the  Peace  9 

Drunkenness  140 

Escaped  Patients  returned  to  institutions  2 

False  Fire  Alarms  6 

Illegal  Possession  of  Firearms  2 

Illegal  Possession  of  Explosives  1 

Larceny  1 1 


Lewd,  Wanton  &  Lascivious  Person  1 

Malicious  Injury  to  Personal  Property  5 

Trespassing  on  Improved  Grounds  1 

Vagrancy  4 

Violation  of  Probation  1 

Violation  of  Town  By-Laws  (Rubbish)  1 

217 


26 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  VIOLATIONS 


Allowing  an  Improper  Person  to  Operate 
Attaching  Registration  Plates  Not  Assigned 
Defective  Equipment 
Failing  to  Display  Lights 
Failing  to  Keep  to  the  Right 
Failing  to  Stop  for  a  police  officer 
Failing  to  Stop  for  a  Red  Light 
Failing  to  Stop  for  a  Stop  Sign 
Following  too  Close  (Accident) 
Giving  False  Name 
Impeded  Operation 

Leaving  the  Scene  (Accident-Property  Damage) 

No  Valid  Inspection  Sticker 

Operating  After  Revocation 

Operating  After  Suspension  of  License 

Operating  on  the  Sidewalk 

Operating  to  Endanger 

Operating  Under  the  Influence 

Operating  Without  Authority 

Operating  Without  Insurance 

Operating  Without  License  in  Possession 

Operating  Without  Registration  in  Possession 

Parked  Without  Lights 

Passing  on  the  Right 

Passing  Where  View  is  Obstructed 

Speeding 

Wrong  Way  on  a  One-Way  Street 


MISCELLANEOUS  ACTIVITIES 

Animals  Taken  to  the  Pound 

Commercial  Buildings  found  Open  and  Secured 

Complaints  Received  and  Investigated 

Operators  Licenses  suspended  at  our  request 

Parking  Summons  for  Various  Violations 

Summons  Obtained  for  local  motor  vehicle  violations 

Summons  Served  for  Other  Departments 

Verbal  Warnings  Given  for  Motor  Vehicle  Violations 


ACCIDENT  STATISTICS  FOR  I960 

91  Accidents;  69  persons  injured 
0  Killed;  47  accidents  with  personal  injury 


27 


FOREST  FIRE 


Activity  was  about  average  regarding  calls  for  grass  and  brush  fires 
this  year.  The  early  spring  rams  and  the  rapid  return  of  foliage  prevented 

the  dry  conditions  that  usually  result  in  many  grass  and  brush  fires. 

We  would  like  to  remind  you  once  again  to  observe  the  condition 
of  barrels  used  for  incinerators.  They  should  be  replaced  if  rusted  or 
burned  out.  A  suitable  cover  to  prevent  sparks  from  flying  is  also  a  re- 
quirement. 

Permits  for  fires  in  the  open  may  be  given  by  the  department  if 
Londitions  are  favorable.  Your  cooperation  in  this  respect  will  be  appre- 
ciated. 

903  permits  were  granted  for  fires  in  the  open. 

Deputy  Forest  W'ardens  appointed  for  the  year  were  as  follows: 
Walter  Swarcz.  |ohn  Swartz.  Albert  Brace  and  Herman  Markert. 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


A  total  of  ninety  eight  building  permits  were  issued  by  this  Office 
for  the  year,  amounting  to  approximately  S772,600.00.  Forty  four  per- 
mits tor  new  dwellings  totaled  $599,200.00.  This  amount  was  about 
S180.000.00  less  than  the  previous  year  1959.  Nineteen  permits  for 
Garages  amounted  to  SI 3,800.00.  Additions  to  dwellings  amounted  to 
Sl4;400.00.  Alterations  S19."00.00.  Barns  S3. 500.00.  Sheds  SI, 700. 00. 
Workshops  S". 500. 00.  Miscellaneous  construction  S5.800.00. 

Major  construction— One  Motel  $70,000.00  and  One  Office  Building 
S35,OOO.00. 

Forty  four  house  numbers  were  assigned. 

Seventeen  elevators  were  inspected  and  certificates  issued. 

WIRE  INSPECTOR 

Three  hundred  and  one  permits  were  issued  from  this  department 
during  the  past  year.  In  addition  to  the  regular  inspections  three  Nurs- 
ing Homes  were 'checked,  and  nine  installations  made  by  home  owners. 
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The  fire  department  had  251  calls  this  year  and  the  ambulance  made 
368  trips  Emergency  ambulance  calls  require  sending  two  permanent 
men  which  reduces  our  manpower  until  substitutes  that  are  summoned, 
arrive  at  the  fire  station.  This  situation  is  far  from  suitable,  regarding 
fire  protection  for  the  town,  by  limiting  the  number  of  men  responding 
to  a  fire  call  with  equipment.  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  I  recommend  one 
man  should  be  added  to  each  shift,  to  help  correct  this  problem. 

Additional  personnel  would  also  enable  us  to  do  some  fire  inspection 
and  fire  prevention  work,  which  is  so  important  with  the  growth  of  the 
Town  and  Colleges. 

The  fire  alarm  system  has  been  extended  on  East  Pleasant  and  Pine 
Streets,  thereby  giving  protection  to  the  homes  in  that  area.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  extend  the  fire  alarm  wires  to  Cushman  and  also  to  South  Am- 
herst, this  coming  year. 

An  advanced  fire  training  course  was  given  by  the  department  of 
education  in  which  all  members  of  the  permanent,  call  and  University 
of  Massachusetts  auxiliaries  took  an  active  part.  Certificates  have  been 
awarded  to  these  men  for  their  effort. 

The  750  pumper  specifications  were  prepared  and  bids  were  called 
for  by  the  Town  Manager's  Office.  The  Howe  Fire  Apparatus  Company 
of  Anderson,  Indiana  was  successful  in  meeting  the  requirements  and 
the  contract  was  signed,  July  15,  I960. 

In  December,  one  of  our  permanent  firefighters,  Wilbur  Hawthorne, 
passed  away. 

Plans  for  the  future  include  further  development  of  our  Fire  train- 
ing grounds  at  North  Amherst.  As  the  Town  continues  to  grow,  consid- 
eration should  be  given  to  the  building  of  a  Fire  Station  on  this  site. 
The  Fire  Department  expresses  its  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  other 
Town  Departments  for  their  cooperation. 

ALARMS  ANSWERED 

Telephone  Alarms 
Box  Alarms  (From  Street) 
Box  Alarms  (From  Station) 
Verbal 
Radio 


1959 

I960 

213 

149 

46 

23 

23 

61 

45 

16 

11 

336 

251 
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SUMMARY 


Building 
Chimney 
Grass 
Brush 

Oil  Burners 

Automobile 

Investigations 

Miscellaneous 

Needless 

False 

Mutual  Aid 


Assessed  value  of  Buildings  and  contents 

involved  by  fire 
Insurance  covering  this  amount 
Estimated  loss  on  building  and  contents 
Insurance  paid  on  this  amount 

Department  Operations 

Ladders  raised      1153  ft. 

Hose  used     29,150  ft. 

Oil  Burners  (Permits)  100 

Petroleum  Gas  Installations  78 

Underground  tanks  inspected  13 

Mileage  of  Apparatus  10,010 

Department  Apparatus 

1957  Dodge  Panel  Truck 

1955  Cadillac  Ambulance 

1954  Maxim  85'  Ladder  Truck 

1953  Buick,  Chief's  Car 

1950  Oren,  750  gallon  Pumper 

1947  Ford,  1000  gallon  Tanker 

1942  Ford,  500  gallon  Pumper 

1938  Chevrolet,  500  gallon  skid  Pumper 

1932  Maxim,  500  gallon  Pumper 


29 

24 

17 

7 

50 

22 

12 

12 

9 

11 

26 

16 

40 

38 

134 

86 

2 

2 

6 

17 

11 

16 

336 

251 

$77,500.00 
$57,000.00 
$47,100.00 
$42,200.39 


30 


CIVIL  DEFENSE 


The  emphasis  of  Civil  Defense  in  I960  was  on  survival  of  the  in- 
dividual in  an  atomic  age.  Booklets  and  other  information  on  fallout 
shelters  and  the  effect  of  radiation  were  made  available  to  all  at  the  Com- 
munity Fair.  A  display  was  set  up  showing  fallout  shelter  construction, 
and  the  supplies  needed  for  two  weeks  in  the  shelter.  A  knowledge  of  the 
alert  signals,  and  the  action  which  they  indicate  has  been  stressed.  Infor- 
mation was  provided  to  Amherst  College  for  use  in  its  very  excellent 
special  report  on  fallout  shelters  for  the  college  community. 

The  communications  division  has  held  regular  weekly  drills  during 
the  year,  and  the  staff  including  senior  Girl  Scouts  for  the  message  cen- 
ter participated  in  Operation  Alert  I960,  on  May  3rd  and  4th.  This 
exercise  and  other  drills  have  prepared  the  organization  to  act  in  an 
emergency  caused  by  either  an  act  of  war  or  a  natural  disaster.  A  new 
two  way  radio  communication  system  using  a  local  government  frequency 
has  been  approved  for  the  town  and  civil  defense.  Matching  federal 
funds  for  this  project  have  been  requested  through  civil  defense  and  pro- 
curement is  anticipated  in  the  near  future. 

Alfred  Tidlund  who  has  had  specialized  training  in  Civil  Defense- 
was  appointed  Deputy  Director  in  November.  As  a  part  of  his  duties  he 
will  give  instruction  in  radiological  monitoring  and  other  subjects  to 
groups  of  Amherst  volunteers. 
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SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES 


Ad  justed 


Scales  Tested 
Over  10,000  lbs. 
100-5,000  lbs. 
Under  100  lbs. 

Weights 
Avoirdupois 
Metric 
Apothecary 
Volumetric  Measures 
Liquid  Under  1  Gal. 
Liquid  Over  1  Gal. 
Farm  Bulk  Milk  Tank 
Automatic  Liquid  Measuring  Devices 
Gasoline 
Oil,  Grease 
Meters  1"  or  More 

Vehicle  Tank 
Pumps,  Kerosene 
Linear  Measures 
Yardsticks 

TOTALS 
Trial  Weighings 
Meat  &  Provisions 
Seed 


4 


Sealed 
5 
25 
40 

104 
49 
22 

32 
1 
1 

46 
24 

9 
3 

3 

364 


Not  Sealed  Condemned 


Total 
21 
10 


Correct 
19 
7 


Clinical  Thermometers 
Special  Scales 


81 

28 


Approved 
78 
25 


U  nder 
2 
3 

Condemned 
3 
3 


Over 


BELL  AT  THE  HOPE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
For  almost  fifty  years  the  bell  tower  of  the  Hope  Congregational 
Church  on  Gaylord  Street  was  without  a  bell.  On  March  23rd,  1958, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Perry  of  Chatham,  New  York,  presented  the 
Church  with  a  small  bell.  This  bell  before  the  turn  of  the  century  was 
used  by  a  Mission  Church  in  the  Ohio  valley.  The  gift  was  made  pos- 
sible by  Mrs.  Frederick  G.  Ruder,  Sr.  of  Amherst,  who  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  tower  without  a  bell  to  Enoch  Squires,  the  WGY  Radio 
Traveler  who  by  the  means  of  his  program  has  assisted  churches  in 
finding  bells  for  their  towers.  The  bell  was  dedicated  on  Easter  Sunday 
1958  by  Malcolm  W.  Turner,  lay  pastor  of  the  Church. 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Many  of  the  routine  day  to  day  activities  of  this  department  will  go 
unrecorded  but  the  past  year  saw  these  highlights  which  are  noteworthy. 

Early  in  the  year  a  community  survey  of  immunization  against  polio 
was  completed.  4,814  answered  showing  that  only  20%  of  adults  under 
55  had  received  full  protection  against  polio  compared  to  45%  for  those 
18  years  or  under.  On  this  basis  our  local  physicians  volunteered  to  con- 
duct a  community  wide  free  inoculation  clinic  open  to  everyone.  Some 
6  000  (adults  and  children)  were  eligible  but  only  461  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity.  We  are  grateful  to  the  physicians,  nurses  and  all 
others  who  freely  gave  of  their  time  for  this  cause. 


4  '    '  ^'&MS:tl::i' 
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A  sanitary  code  for  the  commonwealth  found  birth  during  the  year. 
Your  Agent  met  to  discuss  and  advise,  with  representative  groups,  the 
content  of  the  code.  In  September  and  October  Articles  1,  2  and  3  be- 
came law  in  Amherst  and  throughout  the  state.  These  articles  are  con- 
cerned with:  (a)  administration  of  the  Code;  giving  power  and  respon- 
sibility to  local  boards;  (b)  minimum  standards  for  housing;  (c)  mini- 
mum standards  for  Farm  Labor  Camps.  New  sections  are  forthcoming. 

Considerable  time  and  thought  were  given  to  the  establishment  of 
permit  fees  for  plumbing,  septic  tanks  and  swimming  pools.  It  is  felt 
that  these  will  help  offset  the  cost  of  inspection  as  well  as  contribute  to 
the  protection  of  the  public  health. 

The  Agent  recommended,  and  upon  approval,  carried  out  a  rodent 
control  program  at  the  Town  Dump  with  the  help  of  the  State  District 
Health  Office  and  the  Federal  Government's  Division  of  Rodent  Control. 

Attention  was  given  to  the  licensing  of  kitchens  for  private  organi- 
zations who  conduct  public  suppers.  Also,  licensing  of  Itinerant  stands 
at  the  Community  Fair. 

In  addition  to  the  Mantoux  tuberculin  test  clinic  the  Board  of  health 
conducted  Diabetes  Tests  for  the  local  campaign  in  November. 

Your  Agent  was  asked  to  review  and  make  recommendations  for 
the  new  U.S.  P.H.  S.  food  service  manual  which  is  being  revised  for  the 
first  time  since  1943. 

At  the  years'  end  the  department  purchased  an  autoclave  for  use  by 
the  nurses  as  well  as  future  laboratory  needs.  At  the  present  this  insures 
better  protection  against  the  problem  of  serum  hepatitis  in  the  use  of 
needles  and  syringes  for  inoculations. 

Purchase  was  made  of  the  film,  "A  NORMAL  BIRTH''  for  use  in 
the  Expectant  Parents  Classes.  This  will  save  money  as  rental  costs  are 
high. 

Mrs.  Helen  Hanczaryk  resigned  as  part  time  nurse  and  was  replaced 
by  Mrs.  Ruth  Gallagher,  a  well  trained  and  experienced  Public  Health 
Nurse. 

The  Agent  is  serving  the  Waste  Disposal  Study  Committee,  appoint- 
ed by  the  Town  Moderator  after  last  year's  town  meeting.  He  also  at- 
tended two  in-service  training  courses  conducted  by  the  U.S. P.H.  Service 
and  the  State  Dept.  of  Public  Health.  Subjects  were:  Insect  and  Rodent 
Control  and  Swimming  Pool  Operation. 

A  resume  of  statistical  data  and  highlights  follows: 

Nurses— 1,490  home  visits  were  made  on  behalf  of  Public  Health 
nursing  or  bedside  (visiting  nurse)  care.  1,089  were  for  bedside  care. 

Six  Well  Child  Conferences  were  held  in  which  76  children  were 
examined  and  followed  up  where  necessary. 

Two  (2)  sessions  of  Expectant  Parents  Classes  were  conducted  with 
46  new  parents  enrolled. 
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Communicable  Diseases— 383  cases  reported.  A  40r/r  increase  over 
the  previous  year  which  was  very  low.  The  42  cases  of  Streptococcus  in- 
fection (Scarlet  Fever  and  Strept  throat)  were  highest  of  many  years. 
Dog  bites  went  down  for  the  first  time.  A  single  case  of  typhiod  contact- 
ed elsewhere  was  reported. 

Immunization  Clinics— 490  children  received  inoculations  at  9  clin- 
ics against  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Pertussis.  487  children  and  adults 
received  polio  inoculations  at  the  pre-school  and  town-wide  clinics. 
Mantoux  Tuberculin  Clinic— 110  Tested— 6  were  positive 
Diabetes  Tests— 120  tested— 16  Questionable— 4  Positive 
Dental  Program— 15  children  had  27  teeth  filled;  14  extracted,  1 
treatment  and  2  x-rays. 

The  Dental  Hygienist  examined  169  children  in  one  group  finding 
102  apparently  requiring  no  dental  treatment  at  the  time  of  examination. 
292  others  had  their  teeth  thoroughly  cleaned  after  examination  and  treat- 
ed with  a  topical  application  of  sodium  fluoride.  Of  those  classified,  92 
had  no  apparent  defects  and  71  had  only  slight  defects  not  requiring  ur- 
gent attention. 

Three  9th  grade  health  classes  were  instructed  on  Dental  Health 
with  a  movie  on  the  subject  also  shown. 

Permits,  Licenses,  etc.—2\4  licenses  or  permits  were  issued. 

Death  Certificates— 15  burial  permits,  32  removal  permits  and  51 
death  certificates  were  issued. 

Environmental  Health— 443  inspections  or  visits  were  made  on  be- 
half of  this  aspect  of  health  protection. 

Laboratory  Tests— 133  tests  were  made  on  milk,  water  and  hamburg. 

Biologic  Distribution— 1,321  vials  of  toxoids,  vaccines  and  test  ma- 
terials were  made  available  for  local  clinics  and  private  physicians. 

Premature  Births— 15  babies  weighing  P/2  lbs.  or  less  were  report- 
ed with  3  weighing  less  than  5  lbs.  given  financial  assistance. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination— were  approved  for  94  per- 
sons traveling  abroad. 

Rehabilitation  Equipment  was  loaned  to  26  persons. 

Plumbing  Inspector  issued  77  permits  for  441  fixtures  and  made 
the  necessary  inspections. 

Slaughtering  Inspector — examined  173  carcasses.  One  liver  was  con- 
demned. 

Animal  Inspector—  inspected  all  barns  finding  all  animals  healthy. 
32  dogs  were  quarantined. 
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ELM  TREE  CARE  AND 

ilil  lilllil 


Elm  Tree  Care: 

A  total  of  298  Dutch  elm  diseased  trees  were  cut  down  and  disposed 
of  this  year.  There  still  remain  129  infected  trees  which  we  were  unable 
to  remove  because  of  lack  of  funds.  The  increase  in  diseased  elm  trees  over 
last  year  is  approximately  20%.  Because  of  this  increase  I  recommend 
that  the  Elm  Tree  Care  budget  be  increased  from  $8,410.00  to  $9,800.00. 

Early  in  April  a  12%  DDT  dormant  spray  was  applied  with  the 
Town  mist  blower  to  the  elms  along  the  streets  for  control  of  elm  bark 
beetles.  This  is  the  recommended  practice  by  the  University  Shade  Tree 
Laboratories  for  the  control  of  these  beetles  which  are  spreaders  of  Dutch 
Elm  disease.  A  request  for  600  gallons  of  25%  DDT  has  been  made  to 
the  State  Department  of  Natural  Resources  to  assist  the  Town  in  com- 
bating the  disease  in  1961. 

Moth  Control:  (Insect  Pest  Control) 

In  a  survey  of  the  town  trees  and  woodlands  no  gypsy  moth  in- 
festations were  found. 

In  June  all  elms  along  the  streets  and  highways  of  the  town  were 
sprayed  for  control  of  elm  leaf  beetles.  Patches  of  poison  ivy  along  the 
public  ways  and  parks  were  sprayed  with  a  weed  killer  during  the  latter 
part  of  May  and  month  of  June. 


WESLEY  METHODIST  TOWER  &  CHIMES 

The  carillonic  bells  of  Wesley  Methodist  Church  were  dedicated  to 
The  Glory  of  God  by  Mary  Adella  King  Thompson  in  loving  memory 
of  her  husband  Herbert  Arthur  Thompson,  1952. 

The  chimes  may  be  operated  from  the  organ  by  the  organist.  This 
is  done  every  Sunday  in  the  service  of  worship  for  a  few  u  ^ents  of 
meditation  while  they  are  being  played. 

Each  day  at  12:05  and  4:35  p.m.  they  are  set  to  play  electronically. 
They  are  then  played  off  a  paper  roller  similar  to  our  old  player  piano 
rolls.  This  mechanism  is  housed  in  the  basement  of  the  church  and  the 
amplifiers  are  in  the  tower. 

They  have  been  used  occasionally  to  call  the  people  to  worship, 
but  their  main  purpose  is  for  the  Sunday  Service  Meditation  and  to 
share  their  tonal  quality  at  12:05  and  4:35  with  the  town. 
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TREE  WARDEN 


In  1960  seventeen  trees  were  removed  and  thirty-five  new  trees 
were  set  out,  (Schedler,  Norway  and  Rock  Maples).  These  thirty-five  new 
trees  cost  $227.50. 

Removal  of  dead  and  dangerous  limbs  were  completed  on  many 
streets. 


TOWN  HALL  BELL 

In  1890  when  the  Town  Hall  was  completed  there  was  neither  a 
bell  or  clock  in  the  tower.  In  1894  a  request  was  made  for  a  fire  bell. 
This  was  approved  and  installed  that  same  year.  This  bell  gave  the 
alarm  and  called  firefighters.  In  1897  Western  Union  was  asked  to 
connect  its  time  wire  to  strike  the  correct  hour  at  noon  each  day. 

In  1900  the  town  voted  to  accept  the  gift  of  W.  N.  Spear,  (an 
illuminated  dial  clock)  in  memory  of  his  father  M.  N.  SPEAR.  Today, 
the  bell  no  longer  rings  for  fires  or  in  connection  with  Western  Union. 
However,  it  has  kept  the  time  continuously  for  our  community  almost 
from  the  first  day  of  the  twentieth  century. 
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VETERANS  SERVICES 


For  the  third  year  assistance  rendered  by  this  Department  approxi- 
mated $16,000.  Reimbursement  has  been  received  from  the  State  in  the 
amount  of  $5,785.48,  from  individuals  51,639.0-4.  Twenty  nine  new  or 
re-applications  were  received  during  the  year.  These  cases,  plus  the  per- 
manent cases,  represent  116  persons.  Eleven  veterans  applied  for  assis- 
tance who  were  found  to  be  ineligible  because  they  were  employed  lull 
time,  had  sufficient  income,  or  were  unemployed  because  of  wilful  mis- 
conduct. Four  cases  were  processed  for  persons  who  had  settlement  in 
other  towns  and  cities. 

The  town  receives  5Qr/c  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth 
for  assistance  granted  on  cases  approved  by  the  Office  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Veterans  Services.  It  is  approximately  one  year  before  reimburse- 
ment is  received.  Therefore  the  amount  reimbursed  during  I960  does 
not  equal  one-half  of  the  amount  spent. 

331  contacts  were  made  in  regard  to  veterans,  their  families  and 
parents.  228  of  these  contacts  were  in  behalf  of  recipients  of  Veterans' 
Benefits  and  103  involved  such  matters  as  arranging  for  hospitalization 
in  the  Soldiers'  Home,  Veterans'  Administration  Hospital,  assistance  in 
applying  for  pensions  from  the  Federal  government,  burial  allowances, 
insurance  and  other  benefits.  There  were  447  pieces  of  outgoing  mail 
and  312  pieces  were  received. 

In  addition  to  the  above  contacts  80  young  men  registered  for  Se- 
lective Service  during  the  year. 

Two  hundred  and  sixteen  photostats  of  discharges  were  made  tor 
veterans  who  entered  the  service  from  Amherst,  or  are  now  making  their 
homes  here. 

This  department  is  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Veterans'  Agents' 
Association  and  Western  Massachusetts  Veterans'  Agents'  Association,  of 
which  your  Agent  is  President.  Keeping  informed  of  the  proposed  laws 
and  the  change  in  the  laws  through  these  organizations  is  most  benefi- 
cial to  the  veterans  and  to  the  town.  Many  veterans  of  World  War  I 
have  chosen  to  receive  their  pensions  under  the  New  Law,  while  others 
have  found  it  more  beneficial  to  remain  under  the  Old  Law.  Once  a  veter- 
an decided  to  choose  the  New  Plan,  the  decision  is  final. 
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VETERANS  GRAVES  OFFICER 


The  graves  of  407  Amherst  Veterans  of  all  Wars  were  decorated 
in  the  following  cemeteries:  North  Amherst,  South  Amherst,  West,  Wild- 
wood,  St.  Brigids,  Pelham  Valley,  North  Hadley  and  Quabbin  Park.  It 
was  unfortunate  that  the  new  fifty  star  flags  purchased  this  year  were  of 
poor  quality.  By  the  month  of  August  these  flags  were  so  badly  faded 
that  they  no  longer  respectfully  served  their  purpose  and  therefore  were 
Temoved  from  the  graves  and  burned.  Satisfactory  replacements  could 
not  be  obtained  at  the  time.  We  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
manufacturer  and  distributor  and  an  acceptable  adjustment  has  been 
made.  A  suitable  stone  has  been  placed  on  the  five  grave  lot  in  West 
Cemetery  in  memorium  to  five  unknown  Civil  War  Veterans  assumed  to 
have  been  buried  there.  All  graves  and  headstones  needing  repairs  or  at- 
tention have  been  reported  and  will  be  taken  care  of.  All  affidavits  of 
death  and  disposition  received  to  date  have  been  properly  filed  or  for- 
warded to  the  place  of  burial. 


MEMORIAL  DAY  COMMITTEE 


The  Memorial  Day  Committee  met  on  April  14th  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  usual  Memorial  Day  observance.  The  program 
was  carried  out  successfully.  However,  attendance  indicated  public  apathy. 
The  Committee  met  three  times  for  the  preparation  of  this  yearly  cere- 
mony. The  members  of  the  Memorial  Day  Committee  consist  of  Law- 
rence Sherman,  Chairman;  Stanley  Kopec,  Commander  of  the  V.F.W.; 
Aldis  Flint,  Commander  of  1st  World  War  Barracks;  Scott  Hubbard. 
Commander  of  American  Legion;  Susan  Heath,  Secretary,  and  Calvin 
McCullough,  representing  the  Spanish  American  veterans. 


BELLS  OF  THE  FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
The  bell  which  was  probably  the  first  one  heard  in  Amherst  hung 
in  the  belfry  of  the  second  meeting-house  of  the  First  Church,  on  Col- 
lege Hill.  Purchased  in  1792  for  £  100,  it  replaced  the  "konk"  which 
had  summoned  the  parish  for  worship  in  the  first  meeting-house.  For 
many  years  it  was  rung  at  "12  of  the  day  and  9  of  the  night",  the  hours 
for  dining  and  retiring.  When  the  third  meeting-house  was  built,  in 
1828,  it  was  transferred  to  the  new  building,  College  Hall  of  today, 
but  was  replaced  by  a  new  and  larger  one  in  1839.  At  the  time  that 
the  present  church  on  Main  Street  was  built,  in  1868,  the  bell  was  sold 
to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Amherst,  and  a  new  one  took  its  place. 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


General  Maintenance: 

Approximately  40  miles  of  the  town  streets  were  cleaned  by  a  rented 
power  sweeper  to  remove  the  accumulation  of  rubbish  and  sand  during 
May.  The  general  cleaning  of  the  1,500  catch  basins  was  accomplished 
during  the  winter  months  by  the  regular  crew. 

New  culverts  were  installed  on  Market  Hill  Road,  North  Whitney 
Street,  Mill  Lane,  and  East  Hadley  Road  to  alleviate  drainage  problems. 

A  complete  drainage  system  was  constructed  on  Frost  Lane  and  Van 
Meter  Drive  to  eliminate  an  undesirable  nuisance  that  had  existed  tor 
several  years.  A  continuation  of  this  project  is  planned  for  the  coming 
year. 

Line  Painting: 

Traffic  lines  were  re-painted  on  15.9  miles  of  road  during  the  past 
year.  2.34  miles  were  lined  for  the  first  time. 

Since  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  has  evidently  discon- 
tinued painting  lines  in  this  area,  the  department  added  lines  to  South 
Pleasant  Street,  Main  Street,  Pelham  Road  and  Amity  Street.  This  work 
is  normally  done  by  the  state. 

317  parking  spaces,  34  cross-walks,  31  stop  lines  and  51  stop  and 
no-parking  guides  were  lined.  300  gallons  of  paint  was  used  in  the  pro- 
cess. 


Reconstruction  of  South  East  Street 
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Sealing  Program: 

The  following  streets  were  resurfaced  in  whole  or  part  with  a  seal 
coat  of  asphalt  and  3/8"  stone  or  sand  cover:  Meadow,  Old  Montague 
Road,  Summer,  Paige,  Cosby  Avenue,  Harlow  Drive,  Van  Meter  Drive, 
Frost  Lane,  State,  Dickinson,  Woodside  Avenue,  Walnut,  Dana,  Dana 
Place,  East'Hadley  Road,  Snell,  North  East  and  Kellogg  Avenue. 

Construction: 

The  following  streets  were  reconstructed  with  a  bituminous  concrete 
surface:  Meadow  1,400'  and  South  East  Street  1,600'. 

New  sidewalks  were  built  on  Chestnut  Street  and  South  East  Street. 

A  retaining  wall  was  erected  on  North  Pleasant  Street  to  stabilize  a 
bad  ditch  condition  that  had  existed  for  several  years  and  Center  Street 
was  re-built  to  make  an  easier  approach  into  Pelham  Road. 

Chapter  90  Maintenance  and  Construction: 

The  following  streets  were  re-surfaced  with  a  seal  coat  and  3/8" 
stone  cover  in  whole  or  part:  Bay  Road,  Pomeroy  Lane,  Shays  Street, 
Belchertown  Road,  College  Street  and  North  Pleasant  Street. 

An  existing  drainage  problem  on  College  Street  was  eliminated  by 
using  concrete  sidewalk  slabs,  that  had  been  salvaged,  to  riprap  an  area 
east  of  the  power  company  sub-station. 

New  concrete  guard  rail  posts  were  erected  on  Pomeroy  Lane  to 
eliminate  the  old  wooden  posts  that  had  outlived  their  usefulness. 

The  appropriation  of  $28,000  under  Article  #11  voted  at  the  annual 
town  meeting  was  carried  forward  to  1961  to  allow  for  a  larger  project. 
This  amount  added  to  the  1961  request  should  allow  for  the  completion 
of  the  South  Pleasant  Street-North  Pleasant  Street  project  to  Kellogg 
Avenue. 

Gravel  Roads: 

A  considerable  amount  of  improved  roadway  was  built  with  the 
appropriation  under  this  article.  Portions  of  the  following  roads  were 
surfaced  for  the  initial  time  after  a  thorough  grading  and  leveling.  Cen- 
ter Street,  Red  Gate  Lane,  Plumtrees  Road,  Mill  Lane,  Station  Road,  Rail- 
road Street,  Dump  Road,  Potwine  Lane  and  Hazel  Avenue. 

Continued  work  is  planned  for  Mill  Lane,  Potwine  Lane,  Station 
Road,  Fitts  Road  and  Middle  Street  during  the  coming  year. 

Sewer  Maintenance  and  Construction: 

New  lines  were  constructed  on  portions  of  East  Pleasant  Street, 
South  East  Street  and  Kellogg  Avenue  to  clear  up  problems  that  have 
caused  difficulty  for  a  number  of  years. 
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Manholes  were  built  on  College  Street,  Sunset  Avenue,  Spring  Street, 
Frost  Lane  and  East  Pleasant  Street  to  ease  the  sewer  line  cleaning  prob- 
lems. 

The  sewer-rodding  machine  which  was  purchased  has  proved  to  be  a 
very  valuable  piece  of  equipment.  It  is  very  efficient  and  does  a  thorough 
job  of  cleaning  some  of  our  congested  lines.  A  sharp  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  sewer  complaints  was  noted  after  some  of  the  most  troublesome 
lines  were  cleaned  with  the  machine.  There  were  47  complaints  in  I960 
as  compared  to  63  in  1959. 

licj/i'/p  went: 

Departmental  recommendations  call  for  the  purchase  of  a  tractor- 
backhoe,  a  street  sweeper,  a  snow  blower  and  an  additional  sanding  body 
lor  the  coming  year.  With  the  addition  of  this  equipment  the  depart- 
ment will  be  able  to  offer  better  service  with  increased  efficiency. 

We  cannot  put  off  purchasing  new  equipment  without  facing  a  sub- 
stantial expenditure  in  the  near  future.  The  department  has  four  trucks 
which  will  have  to  be  replaced  in  the  near  future.  They  were  purchased 
in  1952,  19x3,  1954  and  1956.  The  value  of  these  vehicles  on  the  mar- 
ket today  is  negligible  and  the  maintenance  costs  are  increasing  with  each 
year  of  service. 

The  snow  loading  machine  now  owned  by  the  town  was  purchased 
in  1949  and  has  done  a  remarkable  job  but  is  reaching  the  point  where 
parts  are  very  difficult  to  secure.  One  major  breakdown  would  leave  the 
town  without  a  loader.  The  machine  recommended  is  more  efficient  and 
loads  at  a  much  greater  rate  of  speed. 

Personnel : 

The  Highway  Department  has  been  very  fortunate  to  have  in  its  em- 
ploy many  older  men  who  have  done  a  fine  job  in  years  past  for  a  very 
low  wage.  Many  of  these  men  are  now  approaching  retirement  and  can- 
not be  replaced  at  the  salary  offered  by  the  town.  We  will  lose  one  em- 
ployee in  1961,  one  in  1962  and  one  in  1963.  These  three  men  have 
been  the  backbone  of  the  department  for  many  years.  Without  increased 
compensation  it  will  be  impossible  to  replace  them  with  experienced  men 
necessary  to  do  the  varied  tasks  required  of  all  employees. 
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SEWAGE  PLANT 


The  Treatment  Plant  and  the  Stanley  Street  Pumping  Station  have 
now  completed  twenty  one  years  of  operation.  The  flow  at  Stanley  Street 
increased  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  original  pumps  and  these  were  re- 
placed with  new  and  larger  units.  However,  at  the  Treatment  Works 
there  were  only  very  minor  replacements.  Outstanding  at  the  plant  are 
the  effluent  pump  units.  With  the  tremendous  increase  in  flow  the  de- 
mand has  been  more  and  more  each  year  until  they  now  operate  much 
of  the  twenty  four  hours  each  day.  The  condition  of  these  units  is  excel- 
lent. They  have  required  only  minor  adjustments  from  time  to  time. 
Made  by  the  Chicago  Pump  Co.,  I  consider  them  tops  in  this  work.  Other 
units  in  the  plant  show  considerable  wear  but  are  still  in  operating  condi- 
tion. Buildings  and  concrete  structures  are  in  good  shape.  The  I960  Flow 
of  sewage  into  the  plant  is  estimated  about  l()r/r  over  1939.  Efficiency, 
of  course,  is  down  because  of  plant  overloading. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Bird  Company  of  So.  Walpole,  Mass.  installed 
one  of  their  Centrifuge  Units  here  at  the  plant  and  demonstrated  its 
ability  to  de-water  sludge,  both  raw  and  digested.  It  did  a  very  good 
job  and  many  officials  from  other  towns  and  cities  came  here  to  observe 
its  operation. 


SEWER  FINANCIAL  REPORT 

Billings  and  Receipts 
Due  to  Treasurer  on  Commitments,  Jan.  1,  I960    S  2,199.55 


Billed  and  Committed  in  I960:  46,106.38 
Bills  Prepaid  (before  commitment)  100.86 
Collected  and  Paid  to  Treasurer  by  Collector: 

Accounted  as  I960  545,704.76  S45,7()4.76 


Abatements  269.55 

Transferred  to  Sewer  Lien  Account  293.70 

Prepaid  in  1959  4.05 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  2,134.73 


$48,406.79  $48,406.79 
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UNIVERSITY  CHAPEL  BELLS 

The  lasting  memory  of  a  college  friendship  has  provided  the  Uni- 
versity of  Massachusetts  campus  with  one  of  its  most  beautiful  features — 
the  Chapel  Bells.  Installed  in  the  Old  Chapel  tower  in  1937,  the  bells 
were  the  gift  of  Bernard  Smith  who  dedicated  them  to  the  memory  of 
his  classmate  Warren  Elmer  Hines.  Both  men  were  members  of  the  Class 
of  1899. 

The  bells,  ten  in  all,  are  made  of  copper  and  new  block  tin,  the  basic 
elements  in  pure  bell  metal.  Suspended  in  an  oblong  steel  frame — with 
the  old  college  bell  mounted  on  top  and  sounded  independently — the 
chimes  are  operated  piano-fashion  from  a  lever  stand  placed  in  the  tower 
area  below  the  belfry. 

A  mechanical  operation  at  present,  the  ringing  of  the  bells  will  one 
day  produce  even  better  effects  when  the  mechanism  is  converted  to  elec- 
trical operation.  The  Class  of  1959  left  a  gift  of  $2500  for  just  such  a 
project,  and  it  is  hoped  that  additional  funds  will  soon  be  available  to 
begin  the  necessary  work. 

All  who  have  heard  the  song  of  the  Chapel  Bells  can  attest  to  their 
beauty  of  tone  and  power  of  evocation.  They  serve  to  fuse  "music  and 
the  beauty  of  this  valley,"  which  the  inscription  below  the  tower  tells  us 
were  dear  to  the  man  whose  memory  they  honor. 


STEARNS  CHURCH  CHIMES  -  AMHERST  COLLEGE 

When  Stearns  Church  was  razed  in  1948,  and  the  Mead  Art  Build- 
ing was  built,  the  church  tower  which  houses  the  chimes  was  preserved 
and  stands  today  and  the  chimes  are  still  played. 

The  chimes  were  played  for  the  first  time  at  the  semi-centennial 
celebration  of  the  College  in  1871. 

"During  the  years  immediately  following  the  Civil  War,  the  Col- 
lege had  been  considering  a  memorial  for  the  Amherst  men  who  had 
fallen  in  battle,  but  no  agreement  had  been  reached  as  to  its  appropriate 
form.  In  the  summer  of  1870,  George  Howe  of  Boston  offered  the  Col- 
lege a  memorial  chime  of  bells,  to  be  placed  in  the  new  college  church, 
'in  honor  and  commemoration  of  the  members  and  graduates  of  this  Col- 
lege who  gave  their  lives  to  their  country';  the  offer  was  gratefully  ac- 
cepted by  the  Board.  Mr.  Howe's  own  son,  Sidney  Walker  Howe  of  the 
Amherst  class  of  1859,  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  First  Regiment  of  the 
New  York  Excelsior  Brigade,  had  fallen  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg 
in  1862.  President  Stearns'  son,  Frazar  Augustus  Stearns,  of  the  class  of 
1863,  1st  Lieutenant,  Company  I,  21st  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  had 
been  lost  at  Newbern  in  1862,  one  of  the  earliest  casualties  of  the  war."* 
*From  Stanley  King's  Consecrated  Eminence,  published  in  1951. 
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Kellogg  East  and  West 
Intermediate  and  Junior  High  Schools 

AMHEftST  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


The  Amherst  School  Committee  is  comprised  of  five  people  who 
arc  elected  to  office  by  popular  vote.  The  term  of  office  is  three  years. 
Under  normal  circumstances  the  term  of  one  member  of  the  committee 
expires  during  even  numbered  years  whereas  the  terms  of  two  members 
expire  in  odd  numbered  years. 

Although  the  primary  concern  of  the  Amherst  School  Committee  is 
limited  to  the  elementary  schools  (grades  1-6),  they  also  serve  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  District  School  Committee  which 
concerns  itself  primarily  with  the  secondary  schools  (grades  7-12).  Dual 
membership  provides  an  opportunity  for  educational  continuity  from  the 
first  grade  through  the  senior  year  in  high  school. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Committee  are  held  each  month  during  the 
school  year  and  special  meetings  are  scheduled  as  necessary.  Nearly  all 
meetings  of  the  Committee  are  held  in  the  Committee  Room  of  the  Am- 
herst Regional  High  School.  These  meetings  are  open  to  the  public  and 
interested  citizens  are  invited  to  attend  whenever  they  care  to  do  so.  Such 
attendance  permits  first  hand  observation  of  the  acivities  and  efforts  of 
the  Committee,  and  is  likely  to  provide  a  good  insight  into  the  many 
problems  with  which  the  Committee  is  involved. 

The  Committee  functions  in  many  and  varied  ways.  In  general,  the 
main  functions  involve  policy  determination  by  which  the  elementary 
schools  are  operated,  the  reviewing  of  certain  proposals  and  criticisms, 
constructive  and  otherwise,  submitted  to  them,  and  continuous  evaluation 
of  the  school  program  for  which  they  are  responsible.  The  Committee 
employs  a  superintendent  of  schools  and  delegates  to  him  certain  duties 
which  permit  him  to  execute  policies  formulated  by  them.  In  general,  the 
duties  of  the  School  Committee  are  thought  of  as  legislative  in  nature, 
whereas  the  duties  of  the  superintendent  are  defined  as  administrative. 
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The  office  of  the  Amherst  School  Committee,  located  in  the  Amherst 
Town  Hall,  is  open  Monday  through  Friday  from  8:00  A.M.  to  4:30 
P.M.,  including  the  noon  hour.  The  office  telephone  numbers  are  Alpine 
3-2868  and  3-7-164. 

The  Elementary  Schools 

The  purpose  of  this  element  of  the  report  is  to  review  those  events 
in  I960  which  influenced  the  schools  in  one  way  or  another  during  that 
time.  A  year  ago  we  gave  particular  emphasis  to  the  Bicentennial  year, 
and  this  was  good  because  it  enabled  us  to  look  back  for  a  few  fleeting 
moments.  However,  in  the  "sixties"  we  are  more  concerned  with  looking 
ahead,  and  with  this  in  mind  let  us  examine  what  we  did  accomplish 
this  past  year. 

We  did  schedule  and  attend  an  even  dozen  Amherst  School  Com- 
mittee meetings  during  the  past  year.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  we  did 
what  we  usually  do  at  this  time  of  the  year — concentrate  on  the  next 
year's  budget.  Later  an  analysis  of  test  results  indicated  that  we  do  a 
pretty  good  job  in  the  teaching  of  basic  skills — critics  of  the  school  sys- 
tem not  withstanding.  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Sullivan  completed  eighteen  years 
of  faithful  service  as  a  member  of  the  Amherst  School  Committee.  Mrs. 
Ethel  Eaton  Colt  was  elected  to  a  three-year  term  on  the  Amherst  School 
Committee.  The  School  Committee  authorized  the  Secretary  to  apply  for 
Federal  assistance  under  Public  Law  874  (Federal  Impacted  Area). 

The  need  for  future  school  sites  in  North  Amherst,  South  Amherst, 
as  well  as  other  areas  in  the  town,  was  recognized  by  the  Committee  and 
effort  aimed  at  the  acquisition  of  such  sites  was  undertaken. 

In  April,  the  Committee  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  A  Coop- 
erative Agreement  for  the  Joint  Administration  of  the  School  of  Edu- 
cation Laboratory  School  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  by  the  Uni- 
versity and  by  the  Amherst  School  Committee.  It  is  expected  that  the 
Laboratory  School,  which  now  has  been  named  the  Mark's  Meadow  Ob- 
servation-Laboratory School,  will  be  opened  in  September  1961. 

Miss  Esther  L.  Benjamin,  former  teacher  and  pricipal  of  the  Amity 
Street  School,  was  presented  the  Valley  Forge  Classroom  Teacher  Medal 
awarded  by  Freedom  Foundation  at  Valley  Forge  for  her  outstanding 
work  to  create  a  better  understanding  of  our  American  way  of  life.  Spe- 
cial presentation  ceremonies  were  held  at  the  South  Amherst  School  on 
June  13,  I960.  Miss  Benjamin,  the  only  teacher  in  this  area  to  receive 
this  honor,  was  one  of  fifteen  educators  in  Massachusetts  to  be  so  recog- 
nized. 

The  Amherst  School  Committee  requested  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation in  Boston  to  conduct  a  survey  pertinent  to  the  extension  of  the 
present  School  Union  and/or  regional  school  district. 

The  superintendent  was  instructed  to  seek  professional  assistance  tor 
a  survey  regarding  the  desirability  of  certain  proposed  parcels  of  land  as 
future  school  sites. 
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A  request  for  the  purchase  of  six  commercial  style  milk  storage  cab- 
inets for  the  elementary  school  milk  program  with  funds  taken  from  a 
balance  in  the  Amherst  School  Milk  Account  was  denied,  and  the  Com- 
mittee moved  that  steps  be  taken  to  return  $1,000  from  the  School  Milk 
Account  to  the  Federal  government  in  Washington,  D.  C.  (Note  this 
vote  was  reconsidered  later  in  the  year.) 

It  was  reported  that  the  per  pupil  cost  in  the  elementary  schools 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  I960,  amounted  to  $311.30.  This  figure 
takes  into  consideration  the  cost  of  instruction,  operation,  maintenance, 
and  parts  of  auxiliary  agencies;  but  does  not  include  expenditures  for 
general  control,  capital  outlay,  and  transportation  (under  auxiliary  agen- 
cies). Per  pupil  cost  for  1959  was  $291.64. 

The  Cooperative  Agreement  Governing  the  Joint  Administration  of 
the  Mark's  Meadow  Observation-Laboratory  School  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  was  signed  during  the  summer  by  Mrs.  Alberta  Holden, 
Chairman  of  the  Amherst  School  Committee,  and  Dr.  Shannon  McCune, 
Provost,  University  of  Massachusetts,  on  behalf  of  the  Amherst  School 
Committee  and  the  University  Board  of  Trustees  respectively. 

The  Amherst  School  Committee  indicated  its  desire  to  initiate  a 
foreign  language  program  in  the  elementary  schools  effective  in  Septem- 
ber 1961. 

An  experimental  program  in  elementary  school  mathematics  (basic 
geometric  concepts)  was  undertaken  with  Mrs.  David  Dickinson  as  teach- 
er. 

A  revised  salary  schedule  for  September  1961  was  adopted  late  in 
I960.  This  schedule  involves  the  so-called  "x"  factor  and  doubles  the 
number  of  steps  necessary  to  reach  maximum  salary.  The  new  salary 
schedule  provides  a  range  of  $4,200-$6,930  in  twenty  steps  for  teachers 
with  the  bachelor's  degree  and  $4,500-$7,230  in  twenty  steps  for  teach- 
ers with  the  master's  degree. 

Representatives  of  the  Department  of  Safety,  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  commended  the  Amherst  School  Committee  and  the  Am- 
herst Public  Schools  for  the  recognition  and  provision  of  the  necessary 
safety  equipment  (hardware,  etc.),  and  for  providing  unusually  well 
maintained  and  safe  public  school  buildings. 

The  Amherst  School  Committee  received  reimbursement  under  Public 
Law  874,  Federal  Impacted  Area,  in  the  sum  of  $5,351.00  representing 
95%  of  the  amount  due.  Certification  of  this  reimbursement  had  been 
advised  by  Representative  Boland  and  Senator  Saltonstall. 

It  was  reported  that  Fire  Chief  George  A.  Cavanaugh  had  suggested 
that  the  use  of  the  basement  room  at  the  Kellogg  East  School  for  class- 
room purposes  be  discouraged  in  the  future  because  of  inadequate  exits 
to  the  outside  and  proximity  to  the  boiler  room. 
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The  position  of  Business  Manager-Treasurer  was  established  effective 
January  1,  1961.  The  treasurer's  responsibility  will  be  limited,  however, 
to  the  Regional  School  District.  The  position  will  be  involved  with  the 
Regional  School  District  and  the  Pelham  School  Committee  as  well. 

The  superintendent  was  instructed  to  explore  all  possibilities  leading 
to  the  acquisition  of  additional  space  for  administrative  and  school  com- 
mittee use. 

Schools  opened  in  September  with  the  following  new  teachers  on 

duty: 

Miss  Martha  Bernard — Music 

Mrs.  Merrilyn  Cushing — Grade  5,  Kellogg  West  School 

Mrs.  Doris  Estes — Grade  2,  South  Amherst 

Miss  Betty  Guttman — Grade  3,  Kellogg  East  School 

Mrs.  Ann  Horton — Grade  3,  East  School 

Miss  Marcia  Katra — Grade  6,  Intermediate  School 

Mrs.  Debora  MacGrath — Grade  2,  North  Amherst  School 

Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Orr — Grade  1,  North  Amherst  School 

Miss  Jane  Rauscher — Grade  3,  Kellogg  East  School 

Mrs.  Barbara  Smith — Grades  2  and  3.  Cushman  School 


Enrollment  Statistics 


Grades 
Enrollment 


October  1,  I960 
1         2         3         4         5         6  Total 
178      159      156      135      148      143  919 


Grades 
Enrollment 


A  Year  Ago —October  1,  1959 

1         2         3         4         5         6  Total 
160      168      141      146      139      142  896 


50 


S.356,694.00 
350,402.44 

S  6,291.56 

Earnings 

S  336.00 


Money  Earned — Money  Spent 
I960 

General  School  Appropriation  (Current  Expenditures) 
Expenditures  (current)  I960 

Balance,  December  31,  1959 

Tuition  (includes  State  Wards)  ~  S  336.00 

Fines  and  Sales 

State  Aid — South  Amherst  School 

Chapter  70,  Part  I  includes  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District— 15%  additional 

All  school  transportation 
School  Adjustment  Counsellor 
Mentally  handicapped,  tuition  and  transportation 
Vocational  Education  -'^i  nn 

P.  L.  874  (Federal  Impacted  Area)  _____ 

S115,377.20 

Net  Cost  of  Day  Schools  from  Local  Taxation  5235,025.24 


1,594.05 
70,-193.48 

27,135.79 
4,500.00 
1,946.75 


Interest  and  Enthusiasm 
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LOOKING  AHEAD 


During  the  fall  months  of  I960  the  Amherst  School  Committee  and 
the  administration  discussed  a  number  of  "plans"  which  might  be  put 
into  effect  when  the  new  Mark's  Meadow  Observation-Laboratory  School 
is  opened  in  1961.  At  the  time  of  writing  of  this  report,  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  following  plan  of  organization  for  September  1961 
will  be  approved  by  the  School  Committee  with  such  modifications  as 
may  be  necessary. 

1.  South  Amherst  Estimated  enrollment 

Grade  1  32 

2  28 

3  28 

4  29 

117 

2.  East  Street  School 

Grade  1  30 

2  30 

3  29 

4  29 

118 

3.  Amity  Street  School 

3  first  grades  Enrollment  estimated  at  87 

1  second  grade  Enrollment  estimated  at  24 

111 

4.  Kellogg  East  School  Estimated  Enrollment 

Grade  2  24 

2  24 

3  26 

3  26 

4  28 

128 

5.  Kellogg  West  School 

Grade  4  29 

5  28 
5  28 
5  28 

113 
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6.  Intermediate  School 


Estimated  Enrollment 


25 

25 
25 
25 

100 

7.  Mark's  Meadow  School 


Grade  1  25 

1  25 

2  25 

2  25 

3  25 

3  25 

4  25 

4  25 

5  25 

5  25 

6  25 
6  25 


300 

At  the  time  this  plan  was  discussed  by  the  Amherst  School  Com- 
mittee and  the  administration,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  we  could 
close  temporarily  both  the  North  Amherst  and  the  Cushman  schools  in 
1961.  However,  the  1961  budget  as  adopted  by  the  Amherst  School  Com- 
mittee assumes  the  temporary  closing  of  the  North  Amherst  School  only 
and  the  utilization  of  the  Cushman  School  for  special  education  classes. 
Whether  the  North  Amherst  School  actually  is  closed  this  coming  year 
remains  to  be  seen. 

Although  it  is  true  that  the  proposed  preliminary  plan  detailed  above 
has  some  advantages,  it  is  also  true  that  it  has  a  number  of  disadvantages. 
For  example,  I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  schedule  classes  in  so-called 
"basement  classrooms"  of  any  kind,  any  where,  at  any  time.  When  I  speak 
of  "basement  classrooms"  I  refer  to  those  which  are  below  ground  level. 
In  my  opinion  the  "basement  room"  in  the  Kellogg  East  School  presently 
housing  a  third  grade  of  some  25  youngsters,  should  be  abandoned  per- 
manently as  a  regular  classroom.  This  opinion  is  the  same  as  expressed  by 
local  safety  officials  on  a  number  of  occasions. 

In  addition,  I  question  the  wisdom  of  assignment  of  some  of  the 
classrooms  in  the  present  Intermediate  School  for  utilization  by  the  junior 
high  school.  My  major  objection  to  this  arrangement  is  administrative  in 
nature  since  the  elementary  schools  and  the  junior  high  schools  are  or- 
ganized and  administered  in  such  different  ways. 


Grade  6 
6 
6 
6 
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All  of  these  conditions  need  serious  and  detailed  study  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  Amherst  School  Needs  Committee,  appointed  in  Decem- 
ber 1959,  will  bring  forth  specific  recommendations  for  future  considera- 
tion by  the  Amherst  School  Committee  and  the  community.  In  the  mean- 
time we  are  faced  with  immediate  needs  as  well  as  long  range  needs. 
There  are  a  number  of  problems  requiring  rather  immediate  solution.  The 
need  for  additional  administrative  working  space,  although  not  a  new 
one,  is  becoming  constantly  aggravated  by  changing  conditions  and  this 
need  cannot  await  solution  for  any  length  of  time.  The  need  for  planning 
for  acquisition  of  future  school  sites,  although  currently  underway,  in 
many  respects  must  be  pursued  more  diligently.  The  future  need  for  both 
additional  elementary  school  construction  as  well  as  secondary  (regional) 
school  construction  must  be  planned  for  well  in  advance. 

Although  the  opening  of  the  Mark's  Meadow  School  in  September 
1961  will  tend  to  alleviate  the  present  complicated  elementary  school 
organizational  problems,  it  is  a  mistake  to  assume  that  the  mere  opening 
of  this  building  solves  our  elementary  school  needs  for  many  years  to 
come.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  although  additional  classroom  needs  are  being 
met  at  the  present  time  by  the  opening  of  this  school,  one  major  advantage 
of  such  opening  is  to  permit  the  Amherst  School  Committee  to  reduce 
class  size  as  well  as  pupil  school  assignment  back  to  its  original  stated 
policy  involving  reasonable  class  size,  particularly  in  the  primary  grades. 
Please  note,  however,  that  the  anticipated  plan  of  organization  for  Septem- 
ber 1961  still  visualizes  larger  primary  grade  enrollment  in  many  sections 
of  the  town  than  current  policy  deems  advisable.  The  present  danger  may 
be  our  inability  to  solve  in  time  the  growing  needs  with  which  we  shall 
be  constantly  faced. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  STAFF  DIRECTORY 


Miss  Ellen  R.  Abbott 

Guidance 

Miss  Martha  Bernard 

Music 

Mrs.  Wilma  Cashin 

Art 

Mrs.  Ann  Gass 

Music  (part-time) 

Donald  Johnson 

Physical  Education 

Harold  Young 

Instrumental  Music  (part-time) 

Amity  Street  School 

G  rad  e 

Mrs.  Hazel  Doran 

1  (Principal) 

Miss  Margaret  Flynn 

1 

Mrs.  Janice  Lee 

1 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Walsh 

2 

Cushman  School 

Miss  Viola  Mitchell 

1  (Principal) 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Hobart 

5 

Mrs.  Barabra  Smith 

2  &  3 
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East  Street  School 
Arvo  Lamsa 
Mrs.  Marion  Becker 
Mrs.  Ellen  Healy 
Mrs.  Ann  Horton 


4  (Principal) 

1 

2 

3 


Intermediate  School 
Philip  R.  Smith 
Mrs.  Lillian  Bartlett 
Miss  Janet  Copeland 
Miss  Marcia  Katra 
Mrs.  Winifred  Moore 
Mrs.  Ivy  Naumowicz 

Kellogg  East  School 
Mrs.  Muriel  M.  Curtis 
Mrs.  Mary  Corrieri 
Miss  Betty  Guttmann 
Miss  Sara  Hills 
Miss  Jane  Rauscher 

Kellogg  West  School 
Miss  Nancy  Morrison 
Mrs.  Merrilyn  Gushing 
Mrs.  Kay  Frizzle 
Mrs.  Emma  Johnson 

North  Amherst  School 
Miss  Susie  Sanderson 
Mrs.  Debora  MacGrath 
Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Orr 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Whittaker 


6  (Principal) 

6 

5 

6 

6 

6 


4  (Principal) 

2 

3 

3 

3 


4  (Principal) 

5 
4 
5 


3  (Principal) 

2 

1 
5 


South  Amherst  School 
Mrs.  Helen  Knowlton 
Mrs.  Margaret  Barringer 
Mrs.  Doris  Estes 
Miss  Martha  Harrington 


3  (Principal) 

1 

2 

4 


Head  Custodian 
Mr.  Lester  Ward 


Custodians 
Francis  B.  Gustin 
Edmund  Higgins 
Joseph  Ocicki 
Guy  Reed 


No.  Amherst,  Cushman 
Intermediate,  Kellogg  West 
Amity,  Kellogg  East 
East  St.,  So.  Amherst 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR— 1961 
January  4,  Wednesday— Winter  Term  begins,  all  schools  reopen. 
February  17,  Friday — All  schools  close  for  winter  vacation  at  end  of  re- 
gular school  day. 
February  20-24,  Monday  through  Friday — Winter  vacation 
March  31,  Friday — Good  Friday — no  school 

April  3-7,  Monday  through  Friday— AMHERST  and  PELHAM— Solid 
sessions  in  morning  for  elementary  schools.  Parent  conferences  in 
afternoon.  Junior  and  Senior  high  schools  remain  in  full  session. 

April  14,  Friday — Spring  vacation  begins,  all  schools  close  at  end  of  re- 
gular school  day. 

April  17-21,  Monday  through  Friday — Spring  vacation. 

April  24,  Monday — All  schools  reopen. 

May  30,  Tuesday — Memorial  Day — no  school. 

June  16,  Friday— AMHERST  and  PELHAM— all  elementary  schools 
close. 

June  23,  Friday — Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools  close.  End  of  school 
year. 

September  5,  Tuesday — Teachers  Meeting 

September  6,  Wednesday — High  and  Junior  High  Schools  open 
September  6-7-8,   Wednesday-Friday — Orientation   and   Workshop  for 

Elementary  Teachers. 
September  11,  Monday — All  Elementary  Schools  open. 
October  12,  Thursday — Columbus  Day — no  school. 

November  13-17,  Monday-Friday— AMHERST  and  PELHAM— Solid 
sessions  in  morning  for  elementary  schools.  Parent  conferences  in 
afternoon.  Junior  and  Senior  high  schools  remain  in  full  session. 

November  22,  Wednesday- — Solid  sessions,  elementary  schools  close  at 
11:15  a.m.  Junior-Senior  high  schools  at  12:00  noon  for  Thanks- 
giving recess. 

November  27,  Monday — All  Schools  reopen. 

December  22,  Friday — All  schools  close  for  Christmas  vacation.  Same 
closing  schedule  as  for  November  22. 

ST  BRIGID'S  BELL 

In  1925  the  parishioners  of  St.  Brigid  replaced  their  church  which 
had  served  them  since  1871.  The  Italian  Renaissance  structure  includes 
a  95  foot  bell  tower  in  which  was  installed  a  900  lb.  bronze  bell.  Ori- 
ginally hand  operated,  the  bell  was  electrified  in  1949  and  the  Angelus 
now  rings  at  7,  12  and  6  o'clock.  The  bell  is  also  sounded  on  the  oc- 
casion of  a  funeral  as  the  body  enters  and  leaves  the  church.  The  bell 
is  also  heard  on  a  special  occasion  of  transcendent  importance. 

GRACE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  TOWER  &  BELL 
This  place  of  worship  was  consecrated  in  July  1866  without  bell 
or  tower.  In  1868  a  gift  of  a  tower,  clock  and  bell  was  accepted  by  its 
members.  The  bell  which  is  still  used  is  hand  operated.  It  rings  for 
Sunday  service  and  is  tolled  at  funerals  as  the  body  leaves  the  church. 
The  clock  has  long  been  removed. 
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LIBRARIES 


This  is  the  fortieth  annual  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Jones  Li- 
brary and  includes  as  well  the  statistics  for  the  North  Amherst  and  Mun- 
son  Memorial  Libraries. 

During  this  past  year  we  added  2()rr  more  new  books  than  in  1959. 
To  do  this  we  bought  more  and  were  also  fortunate  in  receiving  a  sub- 
stantial number  of  useful  gift  books  and  money  gifts  to  allocate  to  the 
book  budget.  As  the  increased  volume  of  new  books  would  swamp  the 
cataloguing  department,  we  have  arranged  to  have  the  adult  non-riction 
processed  outside.  Now  we  can  add  as  many  new  books  as  we  can  pay  lor. 

This  past  year  we  made  some  significant  repairs  and  renovations  to 
the  building.  The  Children's  Room  was  brightened  up  early  in  the  year. 
New  lighting  was  installed  both  in  the  south  basement  stack  area  and  in 
the  East  Room.  Unexpected  repairs  such  as  the  break  in  the  water  service 
called  for  funds  we  would  rather  have  used  in  other  ways. 

Among  the  many  interesting  and  valuable  gifts  we  received  during 
the  year  was  the  file  of  the  printing  done  at  the  New  Clairvaux  Press 
>n  Montague.  This  will  be  of  lasting  interest  to  printers  and  local  his- 
torians and  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  late  Carl  Purrington  Rollins 
who  made  the  gift  last  summer. 

Toward  the  close  of  I960,  the  General  Court  passed  an  Act  to  give 
financial  aid  to  public  libraries  in  the  state.  This  will  be  of  great  help  and 
it  is  thought  that  the  Amherst  Libraries  will  qualify. 


ANNUAL  SUMMARY 

Name  of  Library  The  Jones  Library,  Incorporated 

Date  of  Incorporation  March  21,  1919 

Opened  for  Circulation  September  7,  1921 


Population  of  town  (I960  census)  13,718 
Terms  for  use-Free  lending  and  reference  to 

the  people  of  Amherst  and  vicinity. 

Number  of  days  open,  January  to  December  291 

Hours  open  each  week  (Jan. -June  63V2 '  June-Sept.  4 2 !/2  )  ^Vl 

Numbers  of  newspapers  currently  received  10 

Number  of  periodicals  currently  received  92 

Meeting  of  30  associations  or  committees  in  the  Library  2  39 

Total  circulation  131,033 

Circulation  per  registered  borrower  28 

Per  capita  circulation  9 

Total  Registered  borrowers  since  January  1959  4,694 

Per  cent  registered  borrowers  of  population  served  ^4% 
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BOOKS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Adult  Department  1,213 

Children's  Department  435 

North  Amherst  208 

Amherst  Collection-Amherst  authors,  imprints,  etc.  17 

Boltwood  Collection-Historical  and  Genealogical  Material  21 

Clifton  Johnson  Collection  of  Early  American  Books  3 

Emily  Dickinson  Collection  11 

Robert  Frost  Collection  23 


TOTAL  1,931 

Books  lost  or  discarded  255 

Total  Books  in  the  Library  46,917 

Phonograph  records  in  the  Library  266 

Pictures  added  1,300 

INCOME  ACCOUNTS 

Balance  January  1,  I960  $10,302.21 
INCOME 

Income  from  Investments  $38,292.24 
Receipts  from  Library  Fines  1,398.36 
From  Town  of  Amherst — Library  Salaries  6,500.00 
Income  from  Special  Puna's  Held  by  Corporation: 

Restricted : 

Robert  Frost  Special  Fund  $  46.69 


John  W.  Burgess  Memorial  Fund  774.47 
George  Cutler  Fund  426.97 
H.  Fiske  Stone  Fund  46.07 

Total  Restricted  $1,495.43 

Unrestricted : 

Sarah  P.  Ferry  Fund                      $  23.56 

Myra  C.  Morehouse  Fund  23.56 

George  H.  Prince  Fund  23.56 

Isaac  Gridley  Fund  47.18 

Amherst  Library  Association  Fund  21.80 
Audubon  L.  and 

Gertrude  M.  Hardy  Fund  17.81 

Ruth  Payne  Burgess  Memorial  Fund  49.72 

Total  Unrestricted  207.19 
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Total  Income  from  Special  Funds 

Held  by  Corporation  1,702.62 
Income  from  Special  Funds  Not  Held  by  Corporation: 
Florence  Ball  Cutler  Fund— (Held  by  First 

Nat'l  Bank  of  Amherst,  Trustee)  1,051.26 
R.  J.  D.  Westcott  Fund — 

(Held  by  Town  of  Amherst)  108.75 
Herbert  B.  Adams  Fund — 

(Held  by  Town  of  Amherst)  44.86 


Total  Income  from  Special  Fund. 
Not  Held  by  Corporation 


1.204.87 


TOTAL  INCOME  49,098.09 

$59,400.30 

DEDUCTIONS 

Management  and  miscellaneous  $  2,966.54 

Insurance  1,050.59 

Transfer  to  Corporation  Operating  40,500.00 

Transfer  to  Corporation  Operating  Special  Funds  1,495.43 

Transfer  to  Cash  Principal  5,785.66 


Total  Deductions  51,798.22 


BALANCE  DECEMBER  31,  I960  $  7,602.08 


THE  JOHNSON  CHAPEL  BELL 

The  chapel  bell  was  installed  in  the  tower  of  the  Chapel  when 
the  building  was  built,  in  1826-27.  It  functioned  until  1905,  when  the 
Board  of  Trustees  received  a  report  that  the  bell  was  cracked  and 
needed  renewal;  it  was  voted  that  it  be  recast,  "the  metal  of  the  old  bell 
to  be  cast  into  the  new  to  preserve  the  tone  of  the  old  bell  as  nearly 
as  possible."  The  work  was  done  by  Meneely  &  Co.,  of  West  Troy, 
New  York,  and  the  new  bell  presented  as  a  gift  to  the  College  by 
William  R.  Mead  of  the  Class  of  1867,  who  was  architect  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  whose  firm  (McKim,  Mead  &  White)  remained  college 
architect  for  many  years  after  his  death.) 

In  the  earliest  days,  according  to  Tyler's  History  of  Amherst  Col- 
lege, the  bell  called  students  to  the  day's  activities  "at  sunrise."  How- 
ever, "sunrise"  entailed  a  good  many  changes  in  time  of  ringing,  so 
in  1833,  the  Faculty  voted  that  "the  bell  for  morning  prayers  be  fixed 
at  4:45  a.m.  in  the  summer  and  5:45  a.m.  in  the  winter." 

Today  the  rising  bell  is  at  7:00  a.m.— just  before  7:00,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  hourly  ring.  It  is  of  course 
operated  electrically,  but  it  is  tolled  by  hand  for  daily  chapel. 


59 


AMBULANCE  COMMITTEE 


The  ambulance  during  the  year  I960  made  368  trips  and  covered 
5,622  miles.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  ambulance  record  for  the 
past  six  years  discloses  that  the  number  of  trips  run  varies  very  little  each 
year. 

The  fee  schedule  of  the  ambulance  was  designed  to  permit  the  set- 
ting aside  of  reserve  each  year  to  provide  for  a  fund  which  would  be  used 
lor  the  ambulance  replacement.  This  fund,  however,  is  not  growing  at 
the  expected  rate  and  replacement  of  the  ambulance  will  need  to  be  de- 
layed. This  delay  has  made  it  necessary  for  the  committee  to  invest  in 
relatively  large  items  of  reconditioning  which,  we  hope,  will  not  need  to 
be  done  again. 

The  Ambulance  Committee  has  set  up  a  program  which,  with  the 
excellent  assistance  of  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  provides  im- 
mediate coverage  to  the  area  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

Listed  below  is  a  summary  of  the  ambulance  record. 

Balance  in  Reserve 


Trips 

Receipts 

Expenses 

End  of  year 

1955 

358 

S2.685.30 

Sl,493.44 

$1,025.30 

1956 

353 

2,476.70 

1,710.13 

3,002.00 

1957 

364 

3,975.82 

2,413.58 

4,277.82 

1958 

263 

2,464.00 

2,317.53 

4,424.29 

1959 

341 

2,714.60 

3,229.63 

4,738.89 

1 960 

368 

3,789.00 

3,618.31 

5,127.89 

NORTH  AMHERST  CHURCH  STEEPLE  AND  BELL 

The  original  bell  installed  in  the  steeple  when  the  church  was 
built  in  1826  was  replaced  in  1892  by  the  one  that  is  still  doing  duty. 
Never  modernized,  it  is  still  rung  by  pulling  a  rope  and  is  used  every 
Sunday  to  summon  the  Parish  to  church  services.  In  recent  years  its  is 
rarely  tolled  for  deaths,  but  was  tolled  when  President  Franklin  Roose- 
velt died.  In  former  years  it  was  used  as  a  fire  alarm  to  summon  the 
local  Volunteer  Eire  Department  and  the  horse  drawn  fire  engine,  and 
presently  it  is  used  as  a  Civil  Defense  alarm  signal. 
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RECR1ATION  COMMISSION 


TENNIS 

The  tennis  program  once  again  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar programs  with  the  youngsters  between  the  ages  of  8  through  18  years 
of  age  as  a  total  of  144  girls  and  boys  registered  for  the  activity.  The 
average  daily  attendance  was  84.  Total  attendance,  a  new  high,  was 
2,933.  As  in  previous  years,  the  participants  were  assigned  to  sections  by 
age  and  skill  level.  Rules,  scoring  and  game  play  in  singles  and  doubles 
comprised  the  overall  program.  A  singles  and  doubles  tournament  high- 
lighted the  activity  in  the  upper  age  group. 

The  Recreation  Commission  is  most  grateful  to  the  Amherst  College 
administration  and  staff  for  extending  the  use  of  their  fine  facilities  to 
the  youth  of  the  town  for  this  phase  of  the  summer  program. 

BASEBALL 

The  baseball  program  attracted  a  total  of  147  boys  between  the  ages 
of  8  to  12.  Two  leagues,  the  Pee-Wee  for  the  8-10  year  olds  and  the 
Farm  League  for  10-12  year  olds,  made  for  a  combined  schedule  of  54 
games  which  where  played  at  Community  Field.  All  of  the  teams  par- 
ticipated in  a  12  game  schedule  and  the  final  standings  indicated  that  the 
overall  balance  of  the  teams  was  good. 

In  addition  to  the  two  leagues  under  its  direct  supervision,  the 
Recreation  Commission  maintained  the  Little  League  field  in  North  Am- 
herst and  the  diamond  at  Community  Field  for  the  Amherst  Baseball 
Leagues.  This  program  offers  supervised  baseball  for  boys  10  through  15 
years  of  age. 
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PLAYGROUND  PROGRAM 
Boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  6  through  12  years  of  age  par- 
ticipated in  varied  activities  in  the  playground  program  which  was  con- 
ducted at  Community  Field.  138  children  registered  for  the  program.  A 
total  of  2,181  children  participated  with  a  daily  attendance  of  68  chil- 
dren. Activities  included  group  games,  supervised  play  in  the  wading 
pool,  arts  and  crafts,  story-telling,  table  games  and  weekly  special-event 
days.  The  events  included  a  talent  show,  bicycle  and  doll  carriage  par- 
ades, a  fair,  crafts  day,  and  a  field  day  to  conclude  the  program. 

SWIMMING 

The  swimming  pool  was  for  the  most  part  quite  actively  used  by 
the  children  of  the  town  during  the  season.  Inclement  weather  led  to  a 
decreased  total  attendance  and  income. 

The  learn-to-swim  program  was  very  successful  with  every  period  be- 
ing filled  to  capacity,  resulting  in  many  non-swimmers  learning  how  to 
swim. 

A  total  of  410  children  registered  for  the  swimming  lessons.  Of 
this  total  149  were  beginners;  132  advanced  beginners;  85  intermediates; 
25  advanced  swimmers  and  20  junior  life  savers. 

There  was  an  active  interest  in  competitive  swimming  among  many 
of  the  youngsters  using  the  pool.  To  satisfy  this  interest,  four  swim 
meets  with  neighboring  pools  were  held  along  with  informal  instruction 
in  competitive  swimming  and  diving. 

GROFF  PARK 

With  the  continued  expansion  of  the  picnic  area  and  the  erection  of 
playground  equipment,  this  area  received  an  increase  in  recreational  us- 
age. A  total  of  2  5  church  groups,  college  and  university  organizations  and 
service  clubs  made  use  of  the  facilities.  Over  2,500  people  used  the  area 
at  picnics  with  the  organizations  listed.  Many  families  enjoyed  the  area 
throughout  the  summer  months. 

Increased  activity  at  the  park  is  anticipated  in  the  coming  year  as 
the  Little  League  Park,  which  is  in  the  process  of  being  constructed,  will 
acquaint  many  new  people  with  this  excellent  facility. 

The  Recreation  Commission  hopes  to  add  more  playground  equip- 
ment and  to  continue  completion  of  the  area  in  1961  if  appropriations 
are  approved. 

MAINTENANCE  AND  CONSTRUCTION 
During  the  past  year  much  seeding  and  grading  was  completed  at 
Community  Field  and  Groff  Park.  The  area  near  the  pool  and  the  stor- 
age shed  was  nearly  completed  and  has  improved  the  eyesore  that  has 
existed  since  1955.  At  Groff  Park  seeding  and  grading  improved  the 
area  around  the  comfort  station  and  in  the  picnic  area. 

Due  to  the  poor  condition  of  the  grassed  area  used  for  football  at 
Community  Field,  a  major  project  is  planned  for  the  coming  year.  The 
Recreation  Commission  has  recommended  the  erection  of  additional  play 
area  for  school  use  for  a  number  of  years  but  up  to  the  present  time  no 
action  has  been  taken.  If  the  area  continues  to  receive  the  constant  wear 
and  tear  it  will  be  turned  into  an  ungrassed  area. 
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POOL  ATTENDANCE  AND  INCOME 

Daily  Total 

Men      Women       Boys         Girls      Average  Attendance 

1959  1  597       1,544       11,106       10,721       262  24,968 

1960  l',04l        1,007        10,464         9,697       264  22,209 

Income 

Season  Daily  Pool 

Tickets       Admissions    Registrations   Concessions  Total 

1959  $2,946.00       $2,036.35       $393.00       $274.60  $5,649.95 

1960  $2,918.00  $1,666.40  $410.00  $297.66  *$5, 317.06 
*Includes  $25.00  Rental  Fee  for  Senior  Swim  Night. 

Operational  Cost  Comparison 

1959       $5,375.54                                              I960  $5,941.74 


PUBLIC  WELFARE 


Public  Welfare  in  Amherst  shows  no  significant  trends  other  than 
in  General  Relief.  Old  Age  Assistance— 47.6%  of  our  recorded  contacts, 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children— 35.4%  of  our  recorded  contacts,  and  Dis- 
ability Assistance— 13.9%  of  our  recorded  contacts,  remain  about  con- 
stant. For  every  case  that  has  been  closed  out,  there  has  been  another  to 
take  its  place.  General  Relief— 3.1%  of  our  recorded  contacts— was  much 
lower  than  anticipated.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  we  paid  out  more  in 
reimbursement  to  other  communities  for  persons  who  removed  from  Am- 
herst but  still  retain  an  Amherst  settlement  than  we  paid  out  for  cases 
aided  in  Amherst;  and  that  nearly  all  of  the  cases  we  aided  in  Amherst 
involve  persons  or  families  who  have  come  here,  jobless  or  ill,  and  are 
chargeable  to  the  state  or  other  communities. 

A  new  category  of  assistance  was  set  up  as  of  October  1,  I960,  when 
Massachusetts  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  Medical  Assistance  to  the 
Aged  Law  passed  by  Congress.  It  is  designed  to  care  for  only  the  medical 
needs  of  persons  65  years  of  age  or  older  who  qualify  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  new  law.  It  is  difficult  at  this  time  to  predict  the  effect  this 
will  have  on  our  caseload  and  expenditures.  Its  immediate  application  has 
been  to  long-term  nursing  home  care  cases.  Twenty  cases  were  technically 
transferred  to  MAA  in  October,  and  the  appropriate  50%  federal  reim- 
bursement claimed  on  these  cases.  Since  there  was  no  specific  appropria- 
tion set  up  for  MAA  our  instructions  were  to  make  payments  from  OAA. 
For  this  reason,  there  is  no  separate  reporting  on  MAA  this  year. 

Our  appropriations  were  affected  by  a  $3.24  per  diem  increase  to 
$23.81  in  hospital  rates  effective  1/1/60;  by  a  5%  cost-of-living  in- 
crease granted  all  recipients  effective  7/1/60;  by  an  increase  in  fees  al- 
lowed for  professional  services  effective  10/1/60.  On  the  credit  side  is 
an  increase  in  federal  grants  of  $6  per  case  on  OAA  only,  and  the  50% 
reimbursement  on  MAA  expenditures,  both  effective  10/1/60. 

This  agency  was  sincerely  complimented  by  having  two  DA  cases 
and  one  ADC  case  selected  by  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
for  use  in  its  newly  instituted  state-wide  worker  training  program.  They 
are  to  be  used  to  illustrate  what  can  be  done  by  an  agency  in  the  way  of 
services  as  well  as  financial  assistance,  both  leading  to  ultimate  self- 
maintenance  and  independence. 

This  agency  continues  an  active  interest  in  all  organizations  which 
contribute  to  effectiveness  in  the  administration  of  our  several  programs. 
Your  agent  is  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Public  Welfare  Association; 
director  of  the  Public  Welfare  Administrators  Association;  has  given 
talks  to  several  interested  groups;  was  a  panel  member  on  "Medical  Care 
for  the  Aging"  at  the  Conference  of  Social  Welfare  in  Boston. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Used  Clothing  Exchange,  the 
Salvation  Army,  the  Childrens'  Aid  Association,  and  the  many  other  so- 
cial agencies,  as  well  as  the  numerous  individuals,  who  have  contributed 
of  their  goods,  money,  and  time  to  make  our  services  more  effective.  The 
cooperation  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Visiting  Nurses,  the  School 
Guidance  Counsellors  and  the  School  Nurse  are  invaluable. 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT 


the  distribution  system 

during  the 

were  as  follows: 

Location 

Date 

S.  East  St. 

1/22/60 

Stanley  St. 

3/4/60 

Montague  Rd. 

7/27/60 

Sunset  Ave. 

8/1/60 

Plumtree  Rd. 

8/18/60 

Pelham  Rd. 

10/15/60 

Snell  St. 

10/25/60 

Pelham  Rd. 

11/12/60 

N.  Pleasant  St. 

12/6/60 

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE 

LEAKS 

Several  minor  leaks  developed  in 
past  year.  The  location  and  cause 

No.  of  Leaks  Cause 

6"  broken  pipe 
6"  joint 
broken  hydrant 
service  corporation 
blow-off 
broken  hydrant 
8"  joint 
12"  joint 
6"  broken  pipe 

CONSUMPTION 

The  amount  of  water  recorded  on  the  Venturi  meters  for  the  year 
I960  was  491,992,900  gallons.  Of  this  amount  283,335,000  gallons  came 
from  the  Pelham  Supply,  192,285,800  gallons  from  the  Atkins  Reser- 
voir and  16,372,100  gallons  from  the  South  Amherst  Wells.  The  aver- 
age daily  consumption  was  1,344,124  gallons.  The  maximum  monthly 
consumption  of  46,357,400  gallons  was  for  the  month  of  March  and 
minimum  monthly  consumption  amounting  to  34,849,900  gallons  for  the 
month  of  July. 

Average  daily  consumption:  1,344,124  gallons 

The  greatest  amount  pumped  or  used  in  a  day:  March  8 — 

1,909,000  gallons 

Total  consumption  for  the  year  at  Univ.  of  Mass.:  171,868,595  gallons 
Total  consumption  for  the  year  at  Amherst  College:  26,531,926  gallons 
Passed  through  house  meters:  385,849,973  gallons 
Per  Cent  of  water  metered:  78.5% 

TREATMENT 

Lime  feeding  was  experimented  with  at  the  South  Amherst  Wells  to 
correct  the  red  water  condition  that  was  encountered  during  the  summer 
of  1959.  The  chlorination  plants  were  rebuilt  during  the  year.  The  Atkins 
Plant  had  a  complete  new  machine  installed.  The  old  machine  was  moved 
to  Pelham  and  rebuilt.  During  the  year  5211.5  pounds  of  chlorine  was 
used.  None  of  this  was  used  on  the  well  supply. 

FLUSHING 

The  distribution  system  was  thoroughly  flushed  for  the  first  time 
in  a  number  of  years. 
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HYDRANTS 

All  hydrants  were  inspected  and  repairs  were  made  where  necessary. 
Nine  additional  hydrants  were  added  to  the  system  and  five  hydrants  were 


Replaced 


replaced. 

Location 

Date 

New 

Pine  St. 

6/8/60 

1 

Gray  St.  Ext. 

6/15/60 

1 

Cherry  Lane 

7/20/60 

2 

Potwine  Lane 

8/18/60 

2 

Bay  Rd. 

10/10/60 

3 

Triangle  St. 

3/8/60 

Montague  Rd. 

7/27/60 

Main  St. 

8/2/60 

Amity  St. 

8/5/60 

So.  East  St. 

9/28/60 

The  Amherst  Water  Department  maintains  three  hundred  and 
thirty-two  hydrants  in  Amherst,  seven  in  Pelham  and  three  at  the  Re- 
gional School,  for  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  forty-two  hydrants. 

METERING 

Three  new  magnetic  flow  meters  were  installed  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  on  lines  supplying  water  to  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  their  office.  There  were  150  new  house  service  meters  in- 
stalled during  the  past  year.  Total  number  of  meters  at  end  of  year — 
2411. 

SERVICES 

There  was  a  decline  in  new  home  construction  in  Amherst  during 
I960.  Forty-six  new  service  connections  were  made,  for  a  total  of  2329. 

EXTENSIONS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

During  the  year  3500  feet  of  eight  inch  pipe  was  added  to  the  dis- 
tribution system,  and  1400  feet  of  eight  inch  pipe  replaced  old  1*4  inch 
pipe. 

Location  Size     Type  Feet       New  Replacement 

Northampton  Rd.  8"  Tyton  Joint  250  1 
Bay  Rd.  8"        A.C  1600  1 

*Gray  St.  Ext.  8"        A.C.  500  1 

*Cherry  Lane  8"        A.C.  1150  1 

Potwine  Lane  8"        A.C.  1400  1 

*  Installed  by  developer 
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BILLINGS  AND  RECEIPTS 


Due  to  Treasurer  on  Commitments, 

Jan.  1,  I960  S  8,152.31 

Due  to  Treasurer  on  Water  Liens. 

Jan.  1,  I960  956.05 
Billed  and  Committed  in  I960: 

On  Water  Rates  $122,780.74 

On  Hydrants.  Amherst  6.460.00 

On  Hydrants,  Pelham  245.00 

On  Hydrants,  Regional  High  School  60.00 

On  Sale  of  Timber  3. "56. 18 

On  other  Miscellaneous  3. 15"". 24  136.459.16 


Bills  Prepaid  (before  commitment)  218.19 
Collected  and  Paid  to  Treasurer  by  Collector: 

On  Water  Department  Bills: 

Accounted  as  I960  133.942.51 

On  Water  Liens  2.004.43  S135;946.94 


Abatements  778.17 

Prepaid  in  1959  18.54 

Transferred  to  Water  Lien  Account  1.550.12  1.550.12 
Outstanding  December  31.  I960: 

On  Water  Rates  and 

Miscellaneous  accounts  8,540.32 

On  Water  Liens  501.74  9.042.06 


$147,335.83  $147,335.83 
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jury  ysi 


Jury  list  prepared  annually  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  July  1st. 
Names  remain  on  the  list  for  three  years  unless  removed  because  of  death, 
moved  from  town  or  drawn  for  Jury.  No  name  can  remain  on  the  list 
for  more  than  three  years  and  no  name  can  be  returned  to  the  list  until  it 
has  been  off  for  at  least  one  year. 


Allen,  P.  Clifford 
Andrews,  Constance  H. 
Ashley,  Herbert  V. 
Bak,  John 
Baker,  Milford  R. 
Ball,  Lorin  E. 
Barnes,  Howard  D. 
Basile,  Vincent  J. 
Baucom,  Arthur  L. 
Billings,  Edward 
Blackmer,  Herbert  R. 
Britt,  Francis  M. 
Burke,  Dorothy  M. 
Burwell,  Rolfe  W. 
Cembalisty,  Joseph  F. 
Cheney,  Jane  M. 
Cicia,  Francis  G. 
Clapp,  Jeannette  H. 
Cooley,  Raymond  W. 
Connelly,  John  M.  Jr. 
Connor,  Mary  H. 
Cornelius,  Marion  K. 
Crossman,  Kenneth  R. 
Dakin,  Arthur  H. 
Dickinson,  Clara  S. 
Donoghue,  John  J. 
Esty,  John  C. 
Fawkner,  Charles  H. 
Ferguson,  Judson  J. 
Francis,  Robert 
Frenier,  Emil  F. 
Gardner,  Harold  L. 
Garrabrants,  Elizabeth 
Goman,  Edith  B. 
Gore,  Harold  M. 
Gourley,  Charles  R. 


Harvey,  H.  Chapin 
Hawley,  Jean  S. 
Harvey,  Scott  H. 
Hazen,  Dorothy  M. 
Hills,  John  H. 
Hobart,  Ruth  M. 
Holden,  Cecil  R. 
Howard,  Rachel  D. 
Jansen,  Wesley  L. 
Kidder,  Ruth  R. 
Kielbasa,  Joseph  E. 
LaCroix,  Donald  S. 
Lapointe,  Eugene  J. 
LaSalle,  Edwin  A. 
Lauder,  David  W.  Jr. 
Ludden,  Hobart  H. 
Mannheim,  Eunice  L. 
Markert,  Edward  R. 
McKemmie,  George  T. 
Meader,  Newberry  E. 
Meakim,  Frederick  W. 
Moran,  Sheliah  F. 
Morin,  Raymond  J. 
Nash,  Clifford  R. 
Nelson,  Allen  P. 
Nelson,  Richard  S. 
Overbagh,  Douglas  B. 
Patnaude,  Victor  W. 
Paul,  Gamer 
Payson,  Sanford  L. 
Penn,  Horace  B. 
Powers,  Kathleen 
.  Randolph,  Helen  R. 
Renaud,  Phillibert  F. 
Richards,  Miriam  D. 
Richardson,  Carl  O. 
Ripa,  Philip  S. 


Roberts,  William 
Rocco,  Theodore  R. 
Sanders,  Archibald  A. 
Scarborough,  Grace 
Scarborough,  Henry  F. 
Schrag,  Peter  L. 
Scott,  William 
Sherman,  John  W. 
Shumway,  Bernice 
Sikop,  David 
Simmons,  Chauncey  T. 
Smith,  James  H. 
Southwick,  Marion  S. 
Staples,  Elmer 
Stebbins,  Helen  E. 
Swartz,  John  A. 
Thacher,  Alfretta  E. 
Thompson,  Anna  S. 
Tidlund,  Fritz  E. 
Tilley,  Nathan  S. 
Tillson,  C.  Richard 
Todd,  Frances  C. 
Toole,  Edna  L. 
Towson,  James  A. 
Trainor,  John  P. 
Ullman,  Robert  E. 
Vincent,  Walter 
Waddington,  Edward  T. 
Wales,  Doris  R. 
Warriner,  Robert  J. 
Wentworth,  Raymond  H. 
Whitcomb,  Frank,  L.  Jr. 
Whittemore,  William 
Wilkinson,  Herbert  W.  Jr. 
Wilson,  Henry 
Wziontka,  Frank 
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YOUTHFUL  ENERGY 


DIRECTED 


Cost  to  Community:  $0.00 

Value  in  Citizenship:  Immeasurable 


MISDIRECTED 

Cost  to  Community:  $50.00  (Tree  &  Labor) 
Value  in  Citizenship:  ? 
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Financial  Reports 

TREASURER 

Aside  from  the  physical  changes  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk- 
Treasurer  which  have  been  described  in  the  town  clerk's  report,  I  feel 
that  great  advancement  has  been  made  in  the  efficiency  of  this  office  by 
the  purchase  of  a  National  accounting  machine.  A  large  machine  such  as 
this  does,  in  one  operation,  many  things  previously  done  by  several  people 
and  offices.  It  does,  however,  present  problems  which  have  to  be  worked 
out  gradually.  The  first  operation  to  be  worked  on  this  machine  was  the 
payroll.  In  one  operation,  the  detailed  warrant,  check  register,  check  and 
check  stub,  and  the  deduction  sheets  are  all  written.  By  being  able  to  do 
all  these  at  once,  it  has  reduced  the  time  required  to  do  this  job  from  an 
average  of  three  days  to  about  half  a  day.  This  year  has  been  one  of  trial 
and  error  but  with  experience  will  come  accurate  financial  records  with 
fewer  man  hours. 

During  I960  the  Town  of  Amherst  issued  general  obligation  sewer 
bonds  in  the  amount  of  $345,000.00.  This  money  was  raised  to  construct 
a  sewer  improvement  project  and  was  the  town's  share  of  a  total  project 
cost  of  $668,000.00  of  which  a  federal  grant  is  to  pay  $213,000.00  and 
the  Commonwealth  $100,000.00.  Although  the  actual  work  was  merely 
started,  there  were  many  preliminary  expenses.  Realizing  that  the  major 
part  of  the  work  would  be  accomplished  in  1961,  $250,000.00  was  in- 
vested in  short  term  United  States  Treasury  notes  to  mature  in  March, 
1961. 

TOWN  TREASURER 

Receipts  and  Expenditures 
Balance  January  1,  I960  $  265,803.03 

Receipts  to  December  31,  I960  2,772,248.42 


Expenditures  to  December  31,  I960  2,419,921.47 
Balance  December  31,  I960  618,129.98 


Town  Debt 

Total  Bonded  Debt  January  1,  I960  $  794,000.00 

Total  Bonded  Debt  incurred  I960  345,000.00 


Total  Bonded  Debt  Paid  I960  80,000.00 
Total  Bonded  Debt  December  31,  I960  1,059,000.00 


$3,038,051.45 


$3,038,051.45 


$1,139,000.00 


$1,139,000.00 
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INVESTMENT  FUNDS 

Sale  of  Veterans'  Housing 

Balance  January  1,  I960  $  121,134.76 

Income  I960   '  2,845.48 


$123,980.24 


Debt  Paid  I960  10,000.00 
Interest  Paid  I960  1,125.00 
Discount  on  Sale  of  Bonds  187.25 

Balance  December  31,  I960  112,667.99 


$123,980.24 


WORKMAN'S  COMPENSATION  RESERVE 

Balance  January  1,  I960  7,885.68 
Earnings  258.36 
Added  to  Reserve  2,200.00 
Balance  December  31,  I960  S  10,344.04 


TRUST  FUNDS 


The  amount  of  trust  funds  which  are  held  by  the  Town  of  Amherst 
is  as  follows: 

Herbert  B.  Adams  Fund  2,739.31 

Bangs  Memorial  Hospital  Fund  46,024.04 

Martha  Dickinson  Bianchi  Memorial  1,000.00 

Alice  C.  Burnham  West  Cemetery  Gate  16,092.48 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  31,586.74 

Enos  F.  Cook  Fountain  Fund  2,346.54 

S.  White  Dickinson  West  Cemetery  Gate  Fund  5,000.00 

William  E.  Smith  Fund  2,000.00 

R.  J.  D.  Westcott  Library  Fund  3,014.02 

Whiting  Street  Fund  9,033.72 

The  total  income  from  these  funds  in  I960  amounted  to  $3,705.67. 
This  was  applied  as  required  by  the  terms  of  the  separate  trusts. 
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COLLECTOR 


Real  Estate  and  Classified  Forest  Taxes 
Personal  Property  Taxes 
Farm  Animal  Excises 
Poll  Taxes 

Motor  Vehicle  Excises 
Water  Department  Charges 
Water  Liens 
Sewer  Use  Charges 
Sewer  Liens 

Garbage  Collection  Charges 
Ambulance  Service  Charges 
Interest  Charges  and  Fees 

Total  Collections 


1,062,419.51 
102,728.34 
1,547.51 
4,544.00 
127,727.25 
133,942.51 
2,004.43 
45,704.76 
410.42 
6,314.50 
3,712.70 
2,846.88 

1,493,902.81 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE— 1956 
Recommitment  Sept.  8,  I960 
Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer 


10.89 
10.89 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISES- 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960 
Re-commitment  March  10,  I960 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer 
Abatements 


-1957 
1,097.84 
11.42 


22.37 
1,086.89 


1,109.26 
1,109.26 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES— 1958 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960 

On  Taxes  2,030.09 

On  Water  Liens  178.69 

On  Sewer  Liens  67.60 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer 

On  Taxes  2,027.39 

On  Water  Liens  178.69 

On  Sewer  Liens  67.60 

Transfer  to  Tax  Title  account  (on  taxes)  2.70 


2,276.38 


2,276.38 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES— 1958 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  870.04 
Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  846.94 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  23.10  870.04 
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FARM  ANIMAL  EXCISE— 1958 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  7.74 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  7.74 

POLL  TAXES— 1958 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  120.00 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  4.00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  116.00  120.00 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISES— 195^ 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  1,641.13 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  1,011.77 

Abatements  24.10 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  605.26  1,641.13 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES— 1959 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960 

On  Taxes  54,501.18 
On  Water  Liens  777.36 
On  Sewer  Liens  155.10  55,433.64 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer 

On  Taxes  53,417.35 

On  Water  Liens  740.44 

On  Sewer  Liens  150.48 

Transferred  to  Tax  Title  (on  Taxes)  2.63 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960 

On  Taxes  1,081.20 

On  Water  Liens  36.92 

On  Sewer  Liens  4.62  55,433.64 


POLL  TAXES— 1959 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  492.00 

Abatement    '  2.00  494.00 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  296.00 
Abatements  84.00 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  114.00  494.00 
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PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES — 1959 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  5,154.25 
Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  4,399.00 
Abatement  5.25 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  750.00  5,154.25 


FARM  ANIMAL  EXCISE— 1959 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  243.15 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  243.15 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISES— 1959 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  24,831.35 

Commitments  in  I960  18,006.39 

Refunds  1,055.31  43,893.05 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  37,701.11 

Abatements  4,862.31 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  1,329.63  43,893.05 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES— 1960 

Commitments 

Real  Estate  Taxes  1,073,572.40 

Classified  Forest  Taxes  33.60 

Water  Liens  1,550.12 

Sewer  Liens  293.70 

Refunds  on  Real  Estate  Taxes  1,200.00  1,076,649.82 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer 

On  Real  Estate  Taxes  1,006,941.17 

On  Classified  Forest  Tax  33.60 

On  Water  Liens  1,085.30 

On  Sewer  Liens  192.34 

Abatements  14,516.00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960 

On  Real  Estate  Taxes  53,315.23 

On  Water  Liens  464-82 

On  Sewer  Liens  101-36  1,076,649.82 
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POLL  TAXES— 1960 

Commitments  5,532.00 

Refunds  6.00  5,538.00 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  4,244.00 
Abatements  856.00 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  438.00  5,538.00 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES— 1960 

Commitment  102,764.80 
Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  97,482.40 
Abatement  85.60 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  5,196.80  102,764.80 


FARM  ANIMAL  EXCISES— 1960 

Commitment  1,426.74 

Refund  5.93  1,432.67 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  1,296.62 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  136.05  1,432.67 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE— 1960 

Commitments  128,676.88 

Refunds  1,981.33  130,658.21 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  88,981.11 
Abatements  11,341.86 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  30,335.24  130,658.21 


WATER  DEPARTMENT  CHARGES 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  8,133.77 
Commitments  I960  136,459.16  144,592.93 


Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  133,942.51 

Abated           "  778.17 

Transferred  to  Water  Lien  Account  1,550.12 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  8,322.13  144,592.93 


78 


SEWER  USE  CHARGES 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  2,195.50 

Commitments  I960  46,106.38  48,301.88 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  45,704.76 

Abated  269.55 

Transferred  to  Water  Lien  Account  293.70 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  2,033.87  48,301.88 


GARBAGE  COLLECTION  CHARGES 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  71.00 

Commitments  I960  6,967.50 

Refunds  4.50  7,043-00 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  6,314.50 

Abatements  723.50 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  5.00  7,043.00 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  CHARGES 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  I960  1,470.80 
Commitments  I960  4,838.30  6,309.10 

Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer  3,712.70 
Abatements  863.90 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  I960  1,732.50  6,309.10 


INTEREST,  CHARGES  AND  FEES 
Collected  and  paid  to  Treasurer: 

Interest  2,014.85 
Charges  and  Fees  832.03 
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COMPARISON  OF  TOWN  REVENUE  FOR  1950  &  1960 


RECEIPTS 

GENERAL  REVENUE 


Taxes 

Current  Year 

Polls  $  4,244.00 
Personal  Property  97,482.40 

Real  Estate  1,006,941.17 

Forest  Land  33.60 
Farm  Animal 

Excise  1,296.62 


1,109,997.79 

Previous  Years 

Polls  312.00 

Personal  Property  5,639.69 

Real  Estate  60,144.88 
Farm  Animal 

Excise  250.89 


66,347.46 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. 

Income  47,200.70 

Corporation  56,937.85 

Meals— O.  A.  A.  2,967.17 
School  Aid — 

Chapter  70  70,493.48 
Aid  to  Retarded 

Children  1,946.75 


179,545.95 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Current  Year  88,981.11 
Previous  Years  42,862.41 


131,843.52 


Licenses  and  Permits 

Liquor  10,625.00 

Marriage  180.00 

Zoning  42.00 

All  Other  1,370.50 


Fines 


Court  Fines 


Grants  and  Gifts 


1,187.52 


County 

Dog  License 

Refund  1,047.51 

State 

School  Transp.  27,135.79 
School  Building 

Assistance  ~  1,594.05 
Tuition  and 

Transportation — 

State  Wards  336.00 
Youth  Service  Bd.  4,500.00 
Voc.  Education  3,425.98 


36,991.82 

Reimbursement  in  Lieu 
of  Taxes 

1954  7,882.72 
I960  43,055.28 


50,938.00 

Reimbursement  for 
Abatements  to 

Paraplegic  Veterans  160.00 

Federal 

Aid  to  Dependent 

Children  14,925.65 

Old  Age  Assistance  45,349.00 

Disability  Assist.  8,208.20 

Lunchroom  Prog.  4,004.61 

Public  Law  874  5,351.00 


77,838.46 


12,217.50 


TOTAL  GENERAL 

REVENUE  $1,668,115.53 
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DEPARTMENTAL  REVENUE 


General  Government 

Town  Collector  837.43 

Town  Clerk  1,780.70 

Town  Hall  52.90 


2,671.0; 


Protection  of  Persons 
and  Property 

Fire 

Sealer  of  Weights 

and  Measures 
Dog  Officer 
Ambulance  Service 


21.40 

196.20 
1,174.00 
3,789.00 


Health  and  Sanitation 

Health 

Visiting  Nurse 
Dental  Clinic 
Garbage  Collection 
School  Health 
Rental  of 

Town  Dump 


5,180.60 


763.00 
3.00 
6,328.50 
364.00 

180.00 


Sewers 
Entrances 
Sewer  Rates 
Sewer  Liens 


7,638.50 

875.00 
45,845.32 
410.42 

47,130.74 


Charities 

General  Relief 

Other  Cities  and 

Towns  1,765.76 

State  1,320.37 
Aid  to  Dependent 

Children 

State  10,167.87 
Old  Age  Assistance 

State  46,929.12 

Other  Cities  and 

Towns  671.71 
Disability  Assistance 

State  6,744.78 


Veterans'  Benefits 

State 

Individuals 


67,599-61 


5,785.48 
1,639.04 

7,424.52 


Education 

Schools 
Tuition 
Lunchroom 
School  Rent 
Sale  of  Bus  Tickets 
Miscellaneous 


Libraries 


179.67 
4,452.40 
1,000.00 

589.15 
35.00 

6,256.22 


Highways 

Rent 

617.00 

State 

Reimbursement — 

Recreation 

Construction 

8,858.66 

Amherst  War  Memorial 

Reimbursement — 

Swimming  Pool 

Maintenance 

2,000.00 

Daily  Admissions 

1,666.40 

County 

Reimbursement — 

Concessions 

54.50 

Concessions  Com. 

243.16 

Construction 

4,429.33 

Season  Tickets 

2,918.00 

Reimbursement — 

Registrations 

410.00 

Maintenance 

2,000.00 

Pool  Rental 

25.00 

General  Receipts 

201.00 

5,317.06 

Road  Machinery 

1,750.63 

Recreation 

19,239.62 

Rental  of  Mower 

190.00 
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Unclassified 

Parking  Meter 

Receipts  10,944.98 
Commission  on  Telephone 

Booth  152.31 
Group  Insurance 

Dividend  981.45 
All  Other  293.94 


12,372.68 


TOTAL  DEPARTMENTAL 

REVENUE  $181,637.58 
PUBLIC  ENTERPRISES 
AND  CEMETERIES 

Water  Department 

Water  Rates  122,824.04 
Hydrant  Service  6,780.00 
Water  Liens  2,004.43 
New  Services  1,720.00 
Sale  of  Timber  3,410.68 
Water  Services  715.95 
Water  Misc.  1,062.75 


138,517.85 


Cemeteries 

Sale  of  Lots 
Care  of  Lots 


185.00 
44.75 


229.75 


TOTAL  PUBLIC  ENTERPRISES 
AND  CEMETERIES 

$138,747.60 

INTEREST 

Taxes  1,985.08 
Motor  Vehicle  116.20 


2,101.28 

Trusts  Funds  Income 

Charity  Funds  419-10 

Adams  Fund  89.73 

Cemetery  Funds  1,681.65 

Cook  Fountain  Fund  76.86 
Bangs  Memorial 

Hospital  Fund  691.25 
RJ.D.  Westcott 

Library  Fund  109.19 

3,067.73 


Investment  Fund  Income 

Veterans'  Housing 

Fund  2,700.00 

TOTAL  INTEREST  $7,869.06 

AGENCIES  AND  TRUSTS 

Group  Insurance  Dividend 

(due  Reg.  School  Dist.)  614.40 
Fire  Damage  (due 

Reg.  School  Dist.)  68.25 
Zoning  Appeal  Decisions 

Recording  Fees  20.00 
Tailings  155.70 
Federal  Tax 

Withholdings  75,670.56 
State  Tax  Withholdings  5,861.02 
Retirement  Withholdings — 

County  15,789.91 
Retirement  Withholdings — 

State  770.45 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield 

Withholdings  7,973.79 
Group  Insurance 

Withholdings  1,528.20 
Teachers'  Income  Insurance 

Withholdings  574.94 
Dog  Licenses 

due  County  2,129.25 
Cemetery  Perpetual 

Care  Fund  150.00 
Veterans'  Housing 

Property  9,812.75 
Petty  Cash  Advance  100.00 


TOTAL  AGENCIES 

AND  TRUSTS  $121,219.22 

MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Loans  in  Anticipation  of 

Revenue  "  300,000.00 
Loan  in  Anticipation  of 

Reimbursement  6,000.00 
Sewer  Loan  345,000.00 


651,000.00 

Premium  on  Loan  2,345.66 
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EXPENDITURES 


REFUNDS 

General  Appropriations  678.42 
Old  Age  Assistance — 

Federal  295.95 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children — 

Federal  114.20 
Disability  Assistance — 

Federal  225.20 


1,313.77 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  $2,772,248.42 
CASH  ON  HAND, 
JAN.  1,  1960 

265,803.03 


$3,038,051.45 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
Legislative 

Moderator 

Salary  10.00 
Finance  Committee 

Printing  135.00 

Expenses  85.00 
Personnel  Board 

Expenses  46.76 


1,627.75 
267.47 


276.76 

Selectmen 

Salaries 
Secretary 
Extra  Clerical 
Expenses 

Telephone  197.60 

Travel— In  State  116.18 
Travel— Out  of  State  10.00 
Postage  and 

Office  Supplies  58.99 
Dues  and 

Subscriptions  69-00 
Printing  and 

Advertising  18.90 

Special  Activities  105.41 


2,471.30 

Town  Manager 

Salaries 

Town  Manager  9,682.69 
Secretary      "  3,417.42 


Extra  Clerical  42.00 
Expenses 

Telephone  203.35 

Auto  Allowance  600.00 

Travel— In  State  79.25 

Travel— Out  of  State  299.30 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  213.58 

Dues  and  Subscriptions  184.65 


14,722.24 


Accounting 

Salaries 

Accountant  3,992.61 

Extra  Clerical  959.48 
Expenses 

Dues  and  Subscriptions  5.00 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  178.47 

Office  Equipment  172.38 

Telephone  117.25 

Travel-In  State  91.57 

All  Other  5.00 


5,521.76 


Treasurer 

Salaries 

Treasurer  2,298.59 

Deputy  Treasurer  2,028.49 

Clerk  1,617.51 
Expenses 

Travel— In  State  80.35 

Telephone  115.75 

Surety  Bond  156.60 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  338.55 

Office  Equipment  624.96 
Dues  and  Subscriptions  6.00 
Office  Equipment 

Maintenance  28.10 


7,294.90 
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Collector 

Salaries 

Collector  2,362.25 

Clerk  3,608.08 

Extra  Clerical  636.78 
Expenses 

Dues  and  Subscriptions  6.00 

Telephone  162. 1 5 

Surety  Bonds  344.50 

Office  Supplies  228.55 
Postage,  Envelopes, 

and  Bill  Forms  666.19 
Office  Equipment 

Maintenance  82.55 

Tax  Taking  Expense  10.20 


8,107.25 


Assessors 

Salaries 

Assessors  4,900.00 
Assistant  Assessors  181.77 
Clerk  3,267.34 
Extra  Clerical  471.50 
Expenses 

Telephone  89.40 
Auto  Allowance  250.00 
Travel— In  State  9.62 
Dues  and  Subscriptions  9.00 
Office  Equipment  449.15 
Printing  and  Binding  77.50 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  277.11 
Transfers  162.60 
Labor-Revising  Maps  87.00 


10,231-99 

Other  Finance  Offices 
and  Accounts 

Elector  under  Oliver 
Smith  Will 
Salary 

Printing  and  Certification 
of  Bonds  and  Notes 
Certifying 

Expressage  on  Bonds 
Special  Committees 


20.00 


18.00 
17.27 
34.75 


90.02 


Certification  of  Bonds 
and  Notes 

Certifying  894.19 
Legal  Opinion  261.05 
Expressage  on  Bonds  20.63 


Law 

Town  Counsel 
Other  Attorneys 
Police  Counsel 
Registry  of  Deeds 


1,175.87 

50.00 
240.00 
465.00 

10.00 


Town  Clerk 

Salaries 

Town  Clerk  2 
Deputy  Town  Clerk  2 
Clerk  1 

Expenses 
Telephone 
Surety  Bonds 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies 
Dues  and  Subscriptions 
Office  Equipment 
Travel — In  State 
All  Other 


765.00 


,298.59 
,028.51 
,617.73 

100.25 
37.50 

223.68 
29.50 
592.30 
107.06 
32.00 


7,067.12 


Election  and  Registration 

Salaries 

Registrars 

Election  Officers 

Extra  Clerical 

Street  Listers 
Expenses 

Meals 

Postage  and  Office 

Supplies 
Printing  and 

Advertising 
Transportation 
Printing  Street  Lists 
Telephone 
Expenses — Polling 

Places 


375.00 
3,284.36 
888.30 
422.02 

264.00 

288.71 

573.15 
117.32 
547.45 
15.75 

174.00 


Premium  on  Bonds 
and  Notes— Printing  and 


6,950.06 
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Planning  Board 

Expenses 

Travel — In  State  14.72 
Dues  and  Subscriptions  35.00 
Professional 

Consultant  Services  3 7 5. 00 
Planning  Board 

Activities  49.00 
Telephone  5.40 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  105.17 
Printing  and 

Advertising  52.30 


636.59 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 

Expenses 

Printing  and 

Advertising  41.25 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  36.80 
Dues  and  Subscriptions  15.00 


93.05 


Town  Hall 

Salaries 

Janitor 

3,899.50 

Extra  Help 

95.20 

Expenses 

Fuel 

884.40 

Water 

50.98 

Electricity 

1.317.68 

Building  Maint. 

1.984.44 

Rubbish  Collection 

113.50 

Hall  License 

25.00 

Insurance 

1.014.27 

Janitors'  Supplies 

607.26 

All  Other 

73.25 

10.065.48 

Art.  31  (1959)  Architectural 
Study  of  Town  Hall  Interior 

Architectural  Study  1.000.00 
Art.  41  (1959)  Office  Machines 

Office  Machines  5,699.48 
Equipment  and  Supplies  386.25 


Art.  23  Postage  Metering 
Machine 

Purchase  of  Machine  926.44 
Supplies  70.33 


996.77 


TOTAL  GENERAL 

GOVERNMENT  $83,551. 
PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS 
AND  PROPERTY 

Police 

Salaries 
Chief 

Regular  Men 
Special  Police 
Expenses 
Lights 
Telephone 
Radio  Maintenance 
Automotive  Maint: 
Gas  &  Oil  Supplies 
Insurance — Vehicles 
Travel — In  State 
Uniform  Allow. 
Meals  for 

Prisoners 
Printing 

Postage  and  Office 

Supplies 
Dues  and  Subscriptions 
Office  Equipment 
Police  Equipment 
Training — State 

Police  School 
Janitorial  Supplies 
Camera  Supplies 
All  Other 


5,934. 
39,993. 
11,968, 

94. 
369 
350 
1,473 
1,467 
391 
68 
438 

44 
60 


249 
85 
148 
550 


200 
8 
26 
35 
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40 
49 

50 

41 
20 
56 
36 
28 
08 
94 
29 

04 

70 

36 
16 
30 
.20 

,00 
,52 
,07 
91 


63  957 .7- 


Art. 


19  Police  Car 

Police  Car 
Advertising 


2,044.94 
4.20 


6.085.73 


Fire 

Salaries 
Chief 

Regular  Men 
Extra  Service 
Call  Firefighters 


2.049.14 


6,063.00 
63,442.29 
4,721.00 
4.645.84 
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Expenses 

Fuel  for  Buildings  918.99 

Water  29.81 

Electricity  534.69 

Telephone  821.51 
Printing  and 

Advertising  12.40 

Radio  Maintenance  487.10 

Building  Maint.  1,242.22 
Fire  Apparatus 

Maintenance  1,719.25 

Gas  and  Oil  462.65 

Insurance — Buildings  308.1.7 

Insurance — Vehicles  458.72 
Dues  and  Subscriptions  52.50 

Travel— In  State  21.40 

Uniform  Allowance  159.35 

New  Hose  740.77 
Protective  Clothing 

for  Men  88.06 

Laundry  255.92 
Postage  and  Orifice 

Supplies  126.82 

Office  Equipment  202.00 

Fire  Alarm  Maint.  1,982.79 

New  Fire  Equip.  879-70 

All  Other  5.50 


Hydrant  Service 

Contract 
Forest  Fires 

Labor 

Fire  Equipment 
Hose 


90,382.45 

6,460.00 

192.50 
8.50 
314.00 


515.00 

Art.  30  (1959)  Fire  Dept. 
Training  Ground 

Labor  166.25 

Equipment  Rental  386.84 

Materials  491.15 

All  Other  55.60 


Art.  18  Fire  Pumper 

Advertising 
Fire  Pumper 


1,099.84 

4.20 
5,380.00 

5,384.20 


Wire  Inspection 

Salary 

Wire  Inspector  500.00 

Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures 

Salary 

Sealer  400.00 
Expenses 

Auto  Allowance  100.00 
Dues  and  Subscriptions 

5.00 

Supplies,  Seals,  etc.  36.21 
Travel— In  State  2.00 
Insurance — Trailer  18.40 
New  Office  Equipment 

113.00 


674.61 

Civil  Defense 

Radio  Maintenance  33.00 

Travel— In  State  9.25 

Travel— Out  of  State  5.00 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  11.65 

Supplies  for  Services  137.75 

New  Equipment  295.66 

All  Other  7.02 

499.33 

Art.  29  (1959)  Civil  Defense 
Auxiliary  Control  Center 

Labor  25.90 
Supplies  28.04 


53.94 

Art.  22  Radio  Communications 
Equipment 

Advertising  6.60 

Moth  Extermination 

Superintendent's  Salary  70.00 

Labor  675.20 

Tools  and  Supplies  66.01 

Insecticides  445.02 

Equipment  Rental  224.00 

Insurance — Trailer  2.32 


1,482.55 
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Elm  Tree  Care 

Superintendent's  Salary  479.50 


Labor  5,080.50 

Tools  and  Supplies  726.42 

Gas  and  Oil  63.80 

Insecticides  361.35 

Equipment  Rental  1,692.00 


8,403.57 

Tree  Warden 

Tree  Warden's  Wages  654.50 


Labor  2,504.50 
Tools  and  Suuplies  312.26 
New  Trees  for  Planting 

227.50 

Equipment  Rental  938.00 
Insurance  3.00 
All  Other  26.80 


4,666.56 


Other  Protection  of  Persons 
and  Property 

Dog  Officer 

Services  232.00 

Expenses  788.45 


1.020.45 


Ambulance  Maintenance 

Wages  1,434.40 
Telephone  170.46 
Radio  Service  68.89 
Ambulance  Maintenance 

1,445.02 

Insurance — Vehicle  207.64 
Laundry  Expense  139.98 
Postage  and  Stationery  64.65 
Ambulance  Supplies  87.27 


3,618.31 


TOTAL  PROTECTION  OF 
PERSONS  &  PROPERTY 

$190,774.32 


HEALTH  &  SANITATION 

Health  Department 

Salaries 

Board  of  Health  300.00 
Agent  and  Sanitarian 

5,465.50 

Clerk  2,783.45 
Extra  Clerical  145.20 
Slaughtering  Inspector 

400.00 

Plumbing  Inspector 

1,400.00 

Animal  Inspector  475.00 

Expenses 

Telephone  205.55 
Auto  Allowance  735.00 
Travel— In  State  80.37 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  2  34.09 

Dues  and  Subscriptions 

129.50 
Printing  and  Advertising 

48.45 

Communicable  Diseases 

and  T.  B.  Care  259.64 
Dental  Clinic  1,982.41 
Premature  Births  521.50 
Well  Child  Conference 

403.44 

Toxoid  Clinic  300.00 
Laboratory  Supplies  135.10 
Laboratory  Samples  31.30 
New  Laboratory 

Equipment  164.00 
All  Other  12.50 


16,212.00 


Garbage  Collection 

Annual  Contract  9,000.00 
Postage  and  Billing 

Expense  29.50 


9,029.50 


88 


Visiting  Nurse 

Salaries 

Nurse— Full  Time  3,580.00 
Nurse — Half  Time 

1,720.61 

Expenses 

Auto  Allowance 
Nurse— Full  Time  735.00 
Nurse— Half  Time  336.82 

Nursing  Supplies  203.05 

6,575.48 
Sewage  Treatment  Plant  and 
Pumping  Station 

Chief  Operator's  Salary 

4,724.50 

Assistant  Operator's 

Salary  3,965.99 
Extra  Labor  13.12 
Clerical  Expense — 

Billing  and  Collection 

399.60 

Fuel  764,02 
Water  409.58 
Electricity  4,302.74 
Telephone  186.85 
Plant  Maintenance  197.78 
Truck  Maintenance  99.85 
Truck  Storage  144.00 
Insurance — Buildings 

and  Vehicles  209.44 
Dues  &  Subscriptions  13.00 
Tools  and  Supplies  211.00 
Equipment  Rental  13.50 

15,654.97 
Sewage  System  Maintenance 

Superintendent's 

Salary  1,375.00 
Labor  3,808.39 
Tools  and  Supplies  255.61 
Equipment  Rental  517.00 

5,9^6.00 
Sewer  Construction  Account 

Labor  44.1.19 
Supplies  1,420.81 
Equipment  Rental  138.00 

r    ^  2,000.00 


Art.  8  (1959)  Sewage  Pumping 
Station  Land 

Purchase  of  Land  2,000.00 
Art.  1  (Spec.  12-16-59)  New 
Sewage  Treatment  Facilities 

Engineering  Services — 

Haley  and  Ward  7,062.94 
Hadley  Outfall  2,681.33 
Northampton  Road  to 

Plant  224.19 
Northampton  Road  to 

Pumping  Station  60,320.58 
South  Amherst  Pumping 

Station  '  22.04 


70,311.08 

Art.  21  Sewer  Rodding  Machine 

Advertising  4.20 
Sewer  Rodding 

Machine  4,495.30 


Town  Dump 

Contract  for 

Maintenance 
Equipment  Rental 
Rat  Control 
All  Other 


TOTAL  HEALTH  & 
SANITATION 


4,499.50 


1,653.16 
40.00 
44.90 
68.00 

1,806.06 


134,044.59 


HIGHWAYS 

Highway  Maintenance 

Superintendent's 

Salary  4,024.45 
Labor  29,362.60 
Fuel  for  Building  679.72 
Water  7.96 
Electricity  66.43 
Telephone  223.05 
Dues  and  Subscriptions  27.00 
Building  Maintenance  514.17 
Insurance — 

Superintendent's  Car  78.41 
Insurance — Buildings  186.22 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  102.31 
Tools  and  Supplies  1.740.15 
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Maintenance 

Superintendent's  Car  325.40 
Travel— In  State  40.64 
Travel— Out  of  State  45.90 
Stone,  Gravel,  Sand  and 

Cement  2,681.36 
Asphalt,  Tarvia,  and 

Road  Oil  7,61.5.53 
Pipes,  Culverts  and 

Grates  2,984.49 
Lumber,  Fence 

Paint,  etc.  772.75 
Equipment  Rental  7,283.08 
Street  &  Traffic  Signs  887.48 
Traffic  Line  Painting  1,716.91 
Curbing  50.00 


61,421.06 

Sidewalk  Maintenance 

Labor  1,356.76 
Materials  336.24 
Equipment  Rental  121.00 

1,814.00 

Snow  and  Ice  Removal 

Labor  8,378.43 
Contract  Labor — Plowing 

Roads  5,716.52 
Contract  Labor — Plowing 

Sidewalks  680.25 
Equipment 

Maintenance  1,110.67 
Meals  38.78 
Supplies — Tools  and  Small 

Equipment  669-30 
Supplies — Salt,  Sand,  Snow 

Fence,  etc.  4,647.55 
Equipment  Rental  1,609.91 


22,851.41 
Street  and  Traffic  Lights 

Contract  for  Highway 

Lighting  23,740.05 
Traffic  Lights 

Electricity  242.94 
Maintenance  of  Traffic 

Lights  184.15 


Road  Machinery 

Repairs  on  Road 

Machinery  1,923.03 

Gas  and  Oil  Supplies  3,806.93 

Tires  "  1,151.04 
Batteries,  Anti-Freeze 

and  Other  Supplies  390.84 

Insurance  ~  903.80 
New  Equipment — 

Bulldozer  2,070.86 

Labor  514.04 

Repairs— Truck  #3  1,056.  L8 

11,816.72 
Parking  Meter  Maintenance 

Labor  1,149.85 
Supplies  240.60 

1390.45 
Engineering  and  Building 
Inspector 

Labor — Engineering  1,241.18 
Supplies  63.95 

1,311-13 

Art.  18  (1958)  Cushman 
Bridge  Repairs 

Materials  599.24 
Art.  27  (1959)  Highway  Garage 
Heating  System  Improvements 

Contract  1,100.00 
Art.  19  (1959)  Market  Hill  Road 

Engineering  322.50 
Land  Purchase  2,400.00 
All  Other  5.00 


2,727.50 

Art.  10  Chapter  90  Maintenance 

Labor  3,296.62 
Materials  4,825.75 
Equipment  Rental  700.75 


8,823.12 
Art.  12  North  East  and  South 
East  Streets 

Labor  4,576.99 
Materials  13,400.49 
Equipment  Rental  3,545.77 
Engineering  457.70 


24,167.14 


21,980.95 


90 


Art.  13  Meadow  Street 

Advertising  8.40 
Labor  '  2,652.35 
Materials  11,032.00 
Equipment  Rental  2,307.25 


Art.  15  Gravel  Roads 
(Hard  Surfacing) 

Labor 
Materials 


16,000.00 


2,337.66 
4,167.85 

6,505.51 


Art.  17  Chestnut  Street 
Sidewalk 

Labor  1,037.11 
Materials  1,065.2  5 

Equipment  Rental  397.64 


2,500.00 

TOTAL  HIGHWAYS   $1 85,008.23 
CHARITIES  AND  VETERANS' 
BENEFITS 

Public  Welfare  Administration 

Salaries  7,144.83 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  206.76 

Telephone  35.95 

Travel— In  State  26.01 

Dues  &  Subscriptions  8.50 

Medical  Advisor  25.00 

All  Other  2.95 


7,450.00 


Federal  Grants— Administration 

Salaries  5,905.99 

Auto  Allowance  400.00 

Telephone  298.75 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  167.49 

Equipment — Purchase  7.00 

Equipment — Repairs  39.50 

Dues  &  Subscriptions  11.50 

All  Other        L  391.33 


General  Relief 

Local  2,542.59 
Other  Cities  and  Towns  2,751.93 


5,294.52 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

Cash  20,000.00 
Cash— Federal  Grant  11,788.32 

31,788.32 

Disability  Assistance 

Cash  10,000.00 
Cash— Federal  Grant  9,379.90 

19,379.90 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Cash  66,322.90 
Cash— Federal  Grant  44,705.72 
Other  Cities  and  Towns 

Federal  Grant  2,501.29 


113,529.91 


Veterans7  Services 
Administration 

Veterans'  Agent 
Salary 

Extra  Clerical 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies 
Telephone 
Auto  Allowance 
Travel — In  State 


3,255.50 
372.53 

72.05 
209.95 
300.00 
62.11 

Dues  &  Subscriptions  15.00 
4,287.14 

Veterans'  Benefits 

Ordinary  Allowances 

Cash,  Board,  and 

Room  11,338.23 
Fuel  37.92 
Medical,  Ocular,  and 

Dental  4,306.84 


7,221.56 


15,682.99 
Whiting  Street  Fund  Income 

Cash  355.00 
Smith  Fund  Income 

Cash  75.00 

TOTAL  CHARITIES  AND 
VETERANS'  BENEFITS 

$205,064.34 
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SCHOOLS 


New  Equipment  2,104.16 


School  Maintenance 

General  Control 
School  Committee 

Expenses  110.11 
Superintendent's 

Salary  4,995.00 
Secretarial  Service  3,910.04 
Supervisor  of  Attend- 
ance 100.00 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies  350.2  3 

Telephone  427.46 

Travel— In  State  392.10 
Travel— Out  of  State  90.29 

School  Census  589.46 

Other  Expenses  291.36 
Instruction 

Teachers' Salaries  207,651.44 

Expenses  1,145.94 

Supplies  9,079.99 

Textbooks  6,667.46 
Operation 

Janitors'  Salaries  14,832.29 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield 

&  Life  Insurance  2,589.38 

Fuel  10,566.90 

Water  276.95 

Lights  4,440.09 

Janitors'  Supplies  1,323.04 

Janitors'  Travel  487.21 

Insurance  3,222.55 

Telephone  941.91 
Maintenance 

Upkeep  of  Grounds  2,680.17 
Upkeep  of 

Buildings  14,062.84 
Upkeep  of 

Equipment  6,895.30 
Auxiliary  Agencies 

Libraries  2,070.2"? 

Health  2,590.47 

Transportation  38,305.30 
Freight  and  Express  405.76 

Outlay 

Improvement  and 
Alteration  of 

Buildings  29.75 


343,625.22 

Lunchroom 

Milk  7,871.76 
Supplies  &  Equipment  34.58 


7,906.34 

Vocational  Education 

Tuition  5,649.41 
Transportation  1,127.81 

6,777.22 

Regional  School  District 

Assessment  478,589.94 

Art.  3  (Spec.  1959)  School 
Fire  Safety 

Contract  2,063.95 
TOTAL  SCHOOLS  $838,962.67 

LIBRARIES 

North  Amherst  Library 

Salaries 

Librarian  1,247.35 

Janitor  400.00 

Fuel  120.75 

Water  2.30 

Lights  94.90 

Telephone  92.40 

Fire  Insurance  51.73 

Building  Maintenance  1,047.25 


The  Jones  Library,  Inc. 

Contribution  6 
Munson  Memorial  Library 

Salaries 

Librarian  1 
Janitor  1 

Fuel 

Water 

Lights 

Telephone 

Building  Maintenance 
Grounds  Maintenance 
Fire  Insurance 


,056.68 
,500.00 


,126.45 
,200.00 
469.20 
9.80 
352.95 
87.43 
413.98 
100.00 
340.99 


4,100.80 
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Art.  24  Munson  Memorial  Library 
Improvements 

Labor  760.35 
Materials  259.00 

1,019.35 

R.  J.  D.  Westcott  Fund  Income 

Cash  108.75 
Adams  Fund  Income 

Cash  44.86 
TOTAL  LIBRARIES  $14,830.44 


RECREATION  AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Parks  and  Park  Places 

Labor— North  Amherst  501.63 
Labor— South  Amherst  602.85 
Labor— Center  1,469.65 
Supplies  and  Equipment  237.06 
Spraying  and  Fertilizing 

Supplies 
Flag — Custodian  and 

Supplies 
Equipment  Rental 
New  Trees 
Tree  Care 


42.00 

1/3.18 
276.50 
120.65 
353.05 


3,776.57 


Recreation 

Salary,  Supervisor 
Labor 
Water 
Electricity 
Telephone 

Supplies  and  Equipment 
Building  Maintenance 


Automotive  Maintenance 
Gas  and  Oil 
Dues  &  Subscriptions 
Insurance — Fire 
Insurance — Vehicle 
Auto  Allowance 
Grounds  Maintenance 
Postage  and  Office 
Supplies 


380.00 
4,202.46 
366.20 
24.42 
208.10 
193.12 
220.18 
21.67 
105.86 
54.00 
31.45 
147.95 
25.00 
404.04 


Mower  Maintenance 
Equipment  Rental 
Recreation  Programs 
New  Equipment 
Improvements  to 

Community  Field 
Improvements  to 

Groff  Park 
Printing  and 

Advertising 
Janitorial  Supplies 


349.67 
100.00 
2,526.84 
987.19 

511.58 

1,351.15 

40.00 
71.44 

12,356.93 


Mill  Lane  Land  Purchase 

Land  Purchase  500.00 


Amherst  War  Memorial 
Swimming  Pool 

Wages,  Pool  Director 
Wages,  Life  Guards 
Wages,  Attendants 
Labor,  Misc. 
Fuel  Oil 
Water 
Electricity 
Fire  Insurance 
Public  Liability  Ins. 
Plant  Maintenance 
Towel  Rental 
Janitorial  Supplies 
Chemical  Supplies 
Postage  and  Office 

Supplies 
Additional  Operating 

Equipment 


995.61 
1,012.18 
1,298.14 
191.71 

54.78 

48.59 
318.35 

41.38 
326.95 
876.58 

15.24 
239-68 
281.62 

64.69 
176.24 


5,941.74 


34.61 


Unclassified 

Damages  to  Persons 
and  Property 

Memorial  Day 
Observance  and 
Veterans'  Graves 
Officer 


467.20 


409.49 
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Printing  Town  Reports 

and  General  Supplies  1,730.31 
Rent  for  Military 

Organizations  396.00 
Contributory  Pension 

Fund  21,478.39 
Group  Insurance  6,143.76 
Workmen's  Compensation 

3,634.51 
Workmen's  Compensation — 

Accident  Disability  992.77 


35,252.43 
Art.  27  Industrial  Development 
Commission 

Expenses  101.25 
1959  Unpaid  Bills  1,439.32 

TOTAL  RECREATION  AND 
UNCLASSIFIED  $59,368.24 

PUBLIC  ENTERPRISES  AND 
CEMETERIES 
Water  Department 

Administration 
Superintendent's 

Salary  4,960.00 
Clerks  5,202.85 
Extra  Clerical  1,582.69 
Meter  Reading  1,626.35 
Office  Supplies  and 

Equipment  296.34 
Postage,  Envelopes,  and 

Bill  Forms  619.25 
Telephone  260.90 
Taxes — -Watershed 

Lands  11,388.35 
Surety  Bonds  and 

Insurance  80.00 
All  Other  287.65 
Maintenance  of  Distribution 
Labor  5,943.11 
Contract  Labor  16.00 
Pipe  and  Fittings  1,814.73 
Contract  Machinery  103.50 
Supplies,  Materials,  and 

Misc.  960.94 
Maintenance  of  Supply 

Labor  779.45 
Contract  Labor  277.88 


Contract  Machinery  59.97 
Supplies  and  Materials  646.61 
All  Other  202.00 

Maintenance  of  Services 

Labor  1,221.57 
Pipe  and  Fittings  264.92 
Contract  Machinery  58.00 

Pumping  Station — Cushman 
Labor  769.87 
Electricity  1,912.37 

Pumping  Station — So.  Amherst 

Labor  632.24 

Materials,  Supplies,  and 

Equipment  214.44 

Electricity  1,272.10 

Repairs  5.00 

Contract  Labor  188.30 

Extensions  and  Improvements 
Labor  415.32 
Pipe  and  Fittings  6,910.45 
Contract  Labor  18.00 
Contract  Machinery  85.50 

Maintenance  of  Meters 

Labor  296.38 

Materials  &  Supplies  103.70 

New  Meters  4,880.95 

New  Hydrants 

New  Hydrants  1,540.39 

Pipe  and  Fittings  212.79 

Maintenance  of  Hydrants 

Labor  1,559.79 
Materials  and  Misc.  389.27 
Contract  Labor  44.00 
Contract  Machinery  28.50 

Automobile  Maintenance 
Maintenance  and 

Storage  624.87 
Gas  and  Oil  689.66 
Auto  Insurance  261.79 

New  Services 

Labor  551.24 
Pipe,  Fittings,  and 

Misc.  1,615.38 
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Purification 

Labor  1,433.93 
Materials,  Supplies,  and 

Equipment  1,395.88 

Electricity  659-22 

Forestry 

Labor  600.00 

Supplies  402.58 


70,788.13 


1958  Water  Construction 

Main  from  Well  to  South 
Amherst  Common 

Access  Roads,  Clearing 
Ground,  etc.  44.03 

Art.  6  (Spec.  6-8-59) 
Mechanic  Street  and 
Bay  Road  Water  Mains 

Contract  399.84 
Labor  607.74 
Pipe  and  Fittings  1,371.95 
Supplies,  Materials, 

and  Misc.  2.33 


2,381.86 

Art.  9  Potwine  Lane  and 
Bay  Road  Water  Mains 

Contract  Machinery  1,017.16 
Labor  513.11 
Pipe  and  Fittings  3,848.09 
Supplies,  Materials, 

and  Misc.  621.64 


6,000.00 

TOTAL  WATER 

DEPARTMENT        $79,2 1 4.02 


CEMETERIES 


Cemeteries 


Labor 

2,118.40 

Equipment  Rental 

192.50 

Supplies  and 

Equipment 

186.82 

Water 

17.10 

Gas  and  Oil 

31.12 

Roads — So.  Amherst 

Cemetery 

454.06 

3,000.00 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 
Fund  Income 

Labor  590.70 

Equipment  Rental  299.00 

Supplies  and  Equipment  48.21 

Water  9.77 
Roads — South  Amherst 

Cemetery  353.51 


1,301.19 

Alice  C.  Burnham  West 
Cemetery  Gate  Fund 
Income  511.05 

Martha  Dickinson  Bianchi 
Memorial  Fund 

Income  36.34 

S.  White  Dickinson 
Cemetery  Fund 

Income  157.70 

TOTAL  CEMETERIES  $5,006.28 


INTEREST  AND  DEBT 


Interest 

North  Amherst  Sewer  1,230.00 
North  East  and 

Main  St.  Sewer  170.00 
Water  Department 

(Purchase)  1941  3,000.00 

Veterans'  Housing  1,125.00 
Sewer  Construction 

1953  2,171.25 

South  Amherst  School  393.75 
Belchertown  Road  Sewer  770.00 

Salem  Street  Sewer  110.00 
1958  Water  Construction 

Loan  5,625.00 
Anticipation  of 

Revenue  2,635.75 
Anticipation  of 

Reimbursement  284.38 

17,515.13 
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Debt 

North  Amherst  Sewer  5,000.00 
Water  Loan  1941  20,000.00 
Veterans'  Housing  10,000.00 
North  East  and 

Main  St.  Sewer  5,000.00 
South  Amherst  School  5,000.00 
Sewer  Construction 

1953  7,000.00 
Belchertown  Road 

Sewer  4,000.00 
Salem  Street  Sewer  4,000.00 
1958  Water  Construction 

20,000.00 

Temporary  Loans  317,500.00 


397,500.00 

TOTAL  INTEREST  AND 

DEBT  $415,015.13 

AGENCY,  TRUST  AND 
INVESTMENT 

Agency  and  Trust 

Group  Insurance  Dividend 
(Due  Regional  School 

District)  614.40 
Insurance  Company 

of  North  America — 

Fire  Damage 

(Due  Reg.  School  Dist.) 

68.25 

Petty  Cash  Advance  100.00 
Zoning  Appeal  Decision 

Recording  Fees  10.00 
State  Taxes 

Parks  and 

Reservations  5,334.03 

Audit  of  Municipal 

Accounts  281.13 
County  Tax  90,478.23 
Dog  Licenses  due 

County  2,114.50 
Federal  Tax 

Withholdings  74,367.96 
State  Tax 

Withholdings  4,173.39 
Retirement  Withholdings — 

County  14,089.82 


Retirement  Withholdings — 

State  770.45 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield 

Withholdings  7,979.08 
Group  Insurance 

Withholdings  1,522.70 
Teachers'  Income  Insurance 

Withholdings  574.94 
Bangs  Memorial  Hospital 

Fund  691.25 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 

Fund  300.00 
Alice  C.  Burnham  West 

Cemetery  Gate  Fund  1,047.50 
Herbert  B.  Adams 

Fund  Income  44.87 


204,562.50 


Investment 

Proceeds  Sale  of 
Veterans'  Housing 
Property  Income  112.75 
TOTAL  AGENCY,  TRUST 

&  INVESTMENT  $204,675.25 


REFUNDS 

Refunds 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  3,036.64 

Taxes  1,363.93 

All  Other  5.50 


4,406.07 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 

$2,419,921.47 

CASH  ON  HAND 

DEC.  31,  1960  618,129.98 


$3,038,051.45 
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December  31,  i960 


: 


Board  of  Selectmen 
Amherst 

Mas sachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  town  of  Amherst  were  audited  by  the  Bureau  of 
Accounts,  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation,  as  of 
August  31,  I960,  at  which  time  they  were  found  to  be  cor- 
rect with  all  funds  properly  accounted  for. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  audit  will  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Assistant  Director  of  Account' 

wsrtjp 

cc:Town  Clerk 
Town  Manager 
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13,718 


GENERAL  INTEREST 

(1961) 
POPULATION 

—  I960  Federal  Census,  Includes  Resident  Student 


ELEVATION 
302  feet  above  sea 
level  at  Town  Hall 


AREA 
27.79  square  miles 

TAX  RATE 
$80.00 

ASSESSED  VALUATION 
Real  Estate  $13,417,655.00 


ROAD  MILEAGE 
85.42 
Not  including 
state  highways 


Personal 


U.S.  SENATORS 
Leverett  Saltonstall 
Benjamin  Smith 

STATE  SENATOR 
Ralph  C.  Mahar 
(Franklin-Hampshire  District) 


1,284,560.00 
$14,702,215.00 

U.S.  REPRESENTATIVE 
Edward  P.  Boland 
(Second  Congressional  District) 

STATE  REPRESENTATIVE 
James  R.  Nolen 
(4th  Hampshire  District) 


Precinct 

Voters 

Members 

Voting  Places 

I 

1044 

49 

Parish  Hall,  North  Amherst 

II 

828 

33 

Fire  Station 

III 

949 

47 

Court  Room,  Town  Hall 

IV 

956 

45 

Masonic  Building 

V 

630 

30 

East  Street  School 

VI 

535 

26 

Munson  Mem.  Lib.  Bldg. 

4942 

230 

(Not  including  22  ex-officio  members) 


